+ OLLIE HOPNOODLE'S HAVEN OF BLISS

Digney (Sat., Aug. &, T p.m. ETH
| was amazed that ona lile show could ba
50 imedeemably pointless, plotkss, mean-
daning, egocantric, wimpy, twithy and uniun-
my. But then | read the network’s two-page
bography of writer, namator and co-star
Joaan Shaphard, which said that ha “first
gained a reputalion &s & gifted monalogist.”
Al that explains it all—a monologist, anoth-
ar Gamizon Kellor or Spakding Gray, & faux
comic with & vision of Arngsica as a quaint
and pracious boutique. Hare Shepherd gives
us his wersion of a typecal vacation in b
heartland a lew decades ago. James B (Ml
Sirped Blues) Sikking and Dorothy {Mama's
Family) Lyman, as the parents, take teen
Jerry (Stand by Me) O'Connell and his whin-
ing litthe brat brother on a long, kong drive.
The cast is fine, bl the writing is filled with
Shepherd really think he i the first wriler to
mike gags about pink flamingos in front
yards? Grada: D




