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J E A N  S H E P H E R D I S ' " O L L I E  H O P N O O D N E ' S  H A V E N  O F  B L I S S "

TO AIR ON AMERICAN PLAYHOUSE MAY 31 OVER PBS

James B. sLkklng, Dorothy Lyman, Jerry orconoell  And Jean Shepherd

Co-star In off-Beat Co*ed@

"oll ie Hopnoodle's Haven Of B1iss," a zany comedy fron the

pen o f  humor ls t /ac to r  Jean Shepherd ,  w l11  be  te lev ised on

AMERICAN PLAYHOUSE Wednesday, May 31. at 9:00 p.m., Er,x over the

Pub l lc  Broadcas t ing  Serv lce  (PBs) ,  James B.  S tkk lng  ( "Ht I I  s t ree t

B l u e s " ) ,  D o r o t h y  L y m a n  ( " M a n a ' s  F a m L l y " ) ,  J e r r y  O ' C o n n e l 1

( " s t a n c l  B y  M e " )  a n d  s h e p h e r d  h i n s e L f  c o - s t a r  1 n  t h e  o f f - b e a t

cornedy about a memorable summer vacation.

Th6 fLlm ls the third origlnal teleplay by Jean shepherd to

be broadcast on AMEnICAN PLAYHOUSE. The flrst two were "The Great

A n e r L c a n . F o u r t h  O f  J u l y  A n d  o t h e r  D i s a s t e r s , "  w h i c h , o r i g i n a l l Y

a i r e d  o n  M a r c h  1 6 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d ,  e n t L t t e d  " T h e  s t a r -

c rossed Ronance o f  Joseph ine  cosnowsk i , "  was  te rev ised on

F e b r u a r y  1 1 ,  1 9 8 5 .  A 1 1  t h r e e  t e l e p l a y s  r e f l e c t  s h e p h e r d ' s  f o n d

remembrances of grolring up in middle America.

AMERICAN PLAYHOUSE ls  p resented  over  PBS by  KCET/LoS

Angeles, South Carolina ETV, WGBH/Boston and WNET,/NeW York. The

ser ies  i s  made poss ib le  by  fund ing  f rom the  na t ion 's  pubr ic

televislon stations, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the

Nationaf Endowment for the Arts and by an underitrit ing grant from

the Chubb Group of Insurance Companies.
( More )

*Please check local l istings for area broadcast date anil t ime.
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" O I 1 i e  H o p n o o d l e ' s  H a v e n  O f  B I i s s ' ,  r e c o u n t s  t h e  h i l a r i o u s
a d v e n t u r e s  o f  1 4 - y e a r - o 1 d  R a I p h  ( J e r r y  O i C o n n e t l ) ,  h t s  k i d
bro ther  Randy (Jason C larke  Adams)  and the i r  paren ts  ( , ,The 01d
Man," James B. Sikking ' and , 'Mom, , ' Dorothy Lyman) as they hit the
h ighway to  par take  o f  a  typ tca l l y  Amer ic .an  r i te  _ -  the  annua l
vacation at the lake.

A s  n a r r a t e d  b y  t h e  g r o w n _ u p  R a l p h  (  J e a n  S h e p h e r d ) ,
seerningly insurmountable obstacles threaten their trlp to ,,OI1ie
H o p n o o d l e r s  H a v e n  O f  B t i s s "  - -  t h e  p e r f e c t  f a m i l y  r e s o r t  w h e r e
aIf the cabins are named for the famed Dionne quintuptets __ even
before they leave home.

For  s ta r te rs ,  the  famt ty  dog Fuzzhead d . lsappears  and Mom
i n f o t m s  D a d  t h a t  u n d e r  n o  c r r c u m s t a n c e s  w l 1 1  s h e  I e a v e  w i t h o u t
h e r  b e l o v e d  p e t .  F o r  L 4 - y e a r - o t d  R a I p h ,  t h e r e  w o n , t  b e  a n y
vacat ion  a t  a l l .  He has  secured h is  f j rs t  Job  _-  heavy  ] i f t tng  a t
Scot t rs  Used Furn l tu re  pa lace  - -  and boss  Scot t  ( .7ean Shepherd)
makes sure that Ralph,s dreams of an econonlc h,lndfalt are dlmmed
by a torturous day's work.

.  B u t  s u d d e n l y ,  t h e  w a y  c t e a r s :  F u z z h e a d  i s  f o u n d  ( s h e  h a s
t r i e d  t o  b e t t e r  h e r  s t a t i o n  l n  l i f e )  a n d  R a l p h  i s  m e r c i f u l l y
f l red .  Prepara t ions  fo r  the  happy t r tp  begtn .  fhe  fami ty  car ,  a
cantankerous  Chevy ,  i s  Ioaded w l th  the  s tu f f  caravans  are  maate
o f :  f o t d i n g  d a m p  c h a i r s ,  l n n e r  t u b e s ,  a  b a t h  m a t ,  g o l f  c L u b s ,
Ianterns, pots and pans, an accordian. a tennis racket, and more.

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  f a m i t y  t a k e s  t o  t h e  r o a d .  B u t  t h e a r  s e n s e  o f
expectation is short-t lved. younger son Randy, in what has become
his own annual vacation rj.tua1, gets carslck. The auto overheats.
A  s t ray  bee becomes an  unwelcome passenger .  Ra lph  rea l i zes  tha t
he forgot to pack the fishing gear.

Cornplicating natters, a truck loaded with chickens sprays
the l r  car  w i th  an  ava lanche o f  fea thers  and , ,every th ing  tha t
ch ickens  can do . , '  Add to  tha . t  a  f la t  t i re ,  an  overheated  eng ine ,
a n  e n c o u n t e t  w i t h  a  d o g  t h e  s i z e  o f  a  g r i z z l y  b e a r ,  a s  w e l l  a s
the  au thor ,s  un ique nay  o f  cap tur ing  these events ,  and you have
the makings of a delightfully zany vacation to remember.

(More )
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"  O:LLIE HOPNOODLEN /WHO 
I  S WHO

JEAN SHEPHERD ( Continued)
Shepherd f irst gaLned recognit ion as a gifted monologist during
the  yea rs  he  hos ted  an  a f1 -n igh t  rad io  show on  WOR-AM in  Nev r  Yo rk
City and told compell lng stories nostly about his Indiana boyhood
a lnd  h i s  A rmy  exper tences .  He  a l so  appeared  O f f  B roadway  in  one -
maLn  shows  and  i n  s ing le  pe r fo rmances  as  a  s tand -up  hunor i s t .  A
p ro l l f i c  ! , r r i t e r ,  h i s  books  i nc lude  " In  cod  We T rus t ,  A11  O the rs
P a y  C a s h , "  " W a n d a  H i c k e y r s  N i g h t  O f  c o f d e n  M e m o r i e s "  a n d  " A
I r i s t f u l  O f  P i g  N e w t o n s , "  a s  w e l l  a s  a  b o o k  a b o u t  t h e  A m e r i c a n
hurnorist George Ade. Shepherd created and starred in two serles
o f  pe rsona l  Amer i can  excu rs ions  ( " sensua I  essays , "  he  ca t l s  t hem)
f o r  p u b l i c  t e l e v i s i o n ,  c a l l . e d  " J e a n  S h e p h e r d r s  A m e r i c a , "  H i s
other televislon lrork includes the f1lms "The Phantom Of fhe Open
llearth," "The Great Ame.ican Fourth Of July And Other Disasters"
and "The Star-Crossed Romance Of Josephine Cosnowski." the tatter
t l , . l 'o for AMERICAN PLAYHOUSE. Shepherd's f irst theatrical f i I f t ,  "A
Chr i s tmas  S to ry , "  was  bo th  a  c r i t i ca l  and  box  o f f l ce  h i t  and  has
become a perennial favoritesam+ong hoLiday movies,

P I .qK-qAE! !E ! !  (D i rec to r )  p rev ious l y  l r o rked  ! ' l t h  Jean  Shepherd
when  he  d i rec ted  and  ed i ted  "The  Grea t  Amer l - can  Four th  O f  Ju l y
l\nd Other DLsasters" and "The Star-Crossed Romance Of Josephlne
Ccsnowskl-" for AMERICAN PLAYHOUSE. He also edited Shepherdrs rrThe
Phran tom Of  The  Open  Hear th "  wh l - ch  was  b roadcas t  on  pub l l c
t e l e v i s L o n ,  B a r t l e t t  a l s o  e d i t e d  t h e  A M E R I C A N  P L A Y H O U S E
produc t l on  o f  "The  T r Ia t  O f  Be rnhard  Goe tz "  as  we l l  as  I ' The
\ ' rc 'ase of  Miml" '  

###h######
]l!iE! B4BZSK, 4!_!S!1E! clq q!]'yl4_!4884! (Executlve Producer,
l t r i i ecu t i ve  In  Charge  O f  P roduc t i on  and  P roduce r ,  respec t i ve l y )
h e r a d  C r e a t i v e  T e l e v l s i o n  A s s o c l a t e s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t
: i r Ldus t r y ' s  nos t  p ro l i f i c  and  i l i ve rse  p roduc t - l on  compan ies .  I n
addlt ion to "O11ie Hopnoodle's Haven Of Bl"iss," the Boston-based
o r : g a n l z a t l o n r s  r o s t e r  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  f i l m s  i n c l u d e s  " J e a n
Sh,epherd's America -- Parts I and II;r '  "The Star-Crossed Romance
Oi '  Joseph lne  Cosnowsk i , "  ' The  Grea t  Amer l can  Four th  O f  Ju l y  And
O t h e r  D i s a s t e r s "  a n d  " T h e  P h a n t o m  o f  T h e  o p e n  H e a r t h , "  a l ]
r,rr i t ten by Jean shepherd; "countdown To Looking Glass," reclplent
o I '  a n  A c E  A w a r d ;  " F r e n c h  I n  A c t i o n , "  a  6 5 - p a r t  s e r r - e s  o n  F r e n c h
: l a L n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u r e  f o r  P B S ;  " P u z z l e m a n i a , "  a  t w o - h o u r ,  f l v e
i n t e r a c t i v e  c h l l d r e n r s  p r o g r a m  p r o d u c e d  f o r  p u b l i c  t e l e v i s i o n ;
a n L d  " T e n d e r  P I a c e s , "  a  P e a b o d y  A w a r d - w i n n i n g  f i L m  f o r  W B Z - T V ,
Iloston. In addit ion, cTA produces programming for home video.
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