Syracuse Herald American Stars Magazine

ENTERTAINME!?

February 5, 1984

o i "-H."]“'"'- - = .; -._...sl I

®

JEAN SHEPHERD 3

-Hlﬂ inside: Part | of 'h!:ﬂulln‘ series 11

| .

.

L AN,

PR TR E LAY G N

. B

5 fms g g sl

Ll | d

.

bt

Shepherd drives hard bargain

Hy Joan E. Vadebonoosur
Entertalnment Buditor

he o] news from Jean

Bhepherd iz that he's

working on anciher flm

. Lo follow his surprise hit,

=& Chrislmas Swocy ™ and & new sel of
prrugrans for PES.

The bad news ia that It's going 1o
drastically curtall his llve perfoe-
mances for much of the coming year,
A enceplion will be his appearanco
Tuesday for the WCNY Stodio Clubk
at thair anaual hangeet in Hatal
Syracuss

A Christmas Story,” based on-lis
oy, T God We Trusl, All Olhers
Pay Cosh,” already has grossed F2n
millicn agdinsl iLs peanuls corl —
4.5 million, the humorist reported n
i phasie conversalion lrom B Lea-
iterdale. Fla,, whare he wasz oscaping
Lise fragd Maritbheast.

In Hallywead phraseclogy, the hit
roovie wena 10 wears in the makngr. 1n
spite of Shepheri's larpe numhee of
famd armingd tha country, Lhe simple
family atory found no takers at lhao
studios mniil Bobh Clark ehiained n-
duztry clomt from sneh Nilms ax

“Hlack Chriztrins:” " Murder by Dus
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It's nat that Shepherd hasn't had
offers from stediea. “"Many of them
hawe come 1 me aver the years," he
explained. “They'd want to huy the
njﬁ’tl.s. THsmey was after me for yoars,
bl 1 didn'd want my woark bo ond up
with Dean Jones and a it le Volkswa-
gen jumping arownd.

The deal would be Shepherd in firm
caniral, of no deal. In his view,
“Diodeg the movie without me wauld
e ke taking a Woody Allen script
and giving Il Lo sormeone elae 1o di-
reet.

Ten veare ago, tho Indiana-born
writer-pesiocrmere tinkod up wikh
Clork, who called him through an
agent. Along with his wile, Leigh
Erown, ales a co-callnberator i the
marrie, he journeyed o Canada saned
Ew the direcios™s horene Blid, ' T5laek
Chrigtenas, ™ 1 tiked Hob and we
sledek a pentboman's agreemant. Bul
wio werd bolh involved in other
pragocts, | wes doing my PRS sories
and he had anether film, Finally, he
pat the slnol in @etl the maowvis
marde,"

Hallywand moguls were contsed
iy parl af Shephord's contribulion 1o
"& Christmas: Siaey,” TTe bristles

it's caMed narration. ~A nuarrlor 543 .

dlsorabodied ebemimen Lator. Bosically,
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with Hollywood movie moguls

what T did = a dharaslee. He feacts o
all the situations,™ Shie staled.
The nexl movie will be taken from
the: huarmoriat’s book, A Fiatful of Fig
Mewlong,”” The story titled “The
Mole People Batile the Forces of
Parkness” iz 8 summer atory, But,
wachg Lhe author, “IU's not "Ralphic

Gipes to Summer Camp,” This i fol

like an Andy Hardy modie. TS abwmil
the whole family. So was ‘Christinos
Story.”

“"Baob and T have Lalked alswil & Leil-
oy, That Uhird weould be sed in Lse Fall
aned Ralph would be akder, He fallz in
love and becarnes obsesaed with this
clhereal btonds ke anly sees in the
distance. (ot this. Her name ia
TNaphne Bigelow.

"By the way, the boy in the sorics
wap never 'Ralphis’ in the slory. If
he'd bieem called thal, he'd have khad
his lights punehed ool in my lawn”

“A Christmas Svoey™ will besome,
Shepherd siid, & Fare eXeeption in
Lendanys filen mmarket. Tt will not b aold
wa cammerelal wlevision or cable, but
will e given o new release nosxt De-
comber.

Hallywosd's inmer workings bolh
hafile and amuze the aulhor, He re-
called an ancedote from a mecting he
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Sheﬁherd drives a hard barﬁain

Coenerally. tebevision's lack of peality netiles

# SHEPHERD
Continecd from Page 3
had wiih a Xk Crniory- Fox eneculive

“Laet's say B name wae Harry He made o
cull Lo 4 Rodls Royer dealer. He asboed the gy
an Ise line i be had o lghl cream Cormasch
wilth tan leather snlersor, $-door, say mockel
16T mril could e send it around in & hell-Bour
and they cotld pick ap his old car. He told kim
they d Lalk aboen e prioe thon. He boughl a
SR N0 car. Al this from the producer of &
Erried [hal never pol on the aif aboul stecl
workcrs from Sicubenville, Ohio, with the
three [cads played by Mew York Jewish
oomice””

Cloarly, the humorlet staled, these exetu-
tives are oul ol towch with the rest of the
workl "“Colly Nod., the figeres ey bandy
aaul. They don | uee Uhe word million. They
say, 8 or TMor 15 mega.”

Joming from Hammond, Ind., a steel wown
b deseribes a8 e wlep away fram Chi
ihe series’ casting irked Bhepherd Sodid Karl
Maider's Nop sevics of & ke of years ago
“I'm atill fricneda with guys from high school
wha work el [rleml Sieed i Hammood Ev-
eryonc of them has 4 degres in metallurgy or
eaglneering. Thay own RAYa, have sommer
homen and go o Uhe Seper lowl They are
rod lough Folacks who go home 1o complain.
ing familees We're an mdistrinl mathon and
Yl o TEVET e o assrmbly ling om telev)-
WY

ihe writer. “Have jou ever seen a

el

ielevision Lhai didn'l have an upsiaire?™ e
asked. “Even in thatl screea with Redd Foxs
wihere b = o poor fank Smen b chareser
had an upslaire = An exceplion o “Tullals
Ball,” which b terms “a wery funny show™
plasnly aboul a make-belseve workd peoplod
by phanies

Lack of wieh wilh reality isn't conlined 1o
Hollywoosd s show business minions., Shep-
herd s, “NW you resd our most wrill-
era, you'd never know bic ‘s exiwled
Norman Mallor's chardclers never wenl (9 4
Rurger King. 1 con't read John Updike any-
more because he's wriling aboul the real
world, Whal happens ia the:&e‘t wsdlihy.
They buy those mansons in Weaslpart and
ihey '.rndlr:a cloisier ihemarlves You can't be
4 real cheerver if you enly see Kurt Vonnegut
every day.”

Shepherd sald he's made “an absolule of
fort™ not Lo 49 that, bul Lo keep living his lif=
as he haa for many years. ] ge ool snd wash
MY Car. §o o the supermarksl and | see the
fest Fihis o buy Cabbage Paics dolln™ e
L e T =l W |

s e mlao Lalen Wi oul among Uhe
pie and st of America. Filning lor his
=eres of 26 episodrs, including several
from the first, will lehe him neEt W
s’ apeeedway and Lo Desil ¥alley




