Film: ‘Christmas Storv.’
Indiana Tale

HERE &re a number of small,
unéxpectedly funny moments
in A Christmas Story."" bul

you have to possess the stam-
Ine of a pear] diver (o lind them.

The fllm, which opens tday at the
Guilld and other theaters, is aboul
growing up in the early 1940's in a
middie-size city In Indiana. In partic.
ular It's sbout S-year-old Ralphie
Parker ( Peter Billingsley) who, mora
than anything else in the world, wants
to own & genuine Red Ryder air rifle,
one that comes complete with a
shockprool compass and & sundial set
intao its stock.

*A Christmas Story™” tells how Ral-
phie lares i his campaign 10 win such
& Christmas present from his father
and mother (Darren MeGavin and
Melinda Dillon) and a good deal of
what It was like o be young in pre-
Warld War [l Indiana.

L]
Just about everything that is good

“A Christmas Story,'” which has
been rated PG (“parental guidance
suggested"), contains some vulgar
language, though not cne particular
word that Mr. Shepherd, talking on
the sowndtrack, describes as “'the
queen-mother of dirty words, "

Vincent Canby

Home in Indiana

& CHRISTMAS STORY. dlrﬂdld Bobo Clark;
screansiay oy Jean t"li.luvrln'll Browm
and Gob Clark. usednnﬂu nwli In God We
Trust, All Oiners Pay Cash™ by Mr Slmrd.-
director of phategrapty, Reginal orris]
tilm editor, Stan Cobe; misle by carlz]tfrur and
Paul Za1a; prodeced by Fens 1 and Mr.
Clark; rolegsed by f-GrM LA AT The Gl.llid.
sty Sireel betwesn Madison and FLfh &
T et Apen At T Shrent
wich Twin, Greanaich Avenue & TEw,
anit aiwr theaters. Running Yims: ¥ minutes,
Thisfilmisrated PG,

about A Christmas Story'' cun heat.  Missshields

tributed (0 Jean Shepherd, the novel-
ist and radio-television humorist who
wrole the book “In God We Trust, All
Others Pay Cash," from which the
screenplay was adapied by him, by
his wile, Leigh Brown, and by Bob
Clark, the director. The best thing to
be suld about Mr. Clark as a director
is that he admires Mr. Shepherd's
wildly hyperballc humor, though he
doesn't have much of a gift for trans.
lating it to film,

Mr. Shepherd is a most engaging
reconteur wiw transiorms smali sto-
ries of everyday life into tall tales of
lantastic adventure, In his words, an
alter-school encounter between Ral-
phie and a neighborhoeod bully named
Scot Farkus becomes a collision of
Olympian deities. Mr. Shepherd him-
seif reads the sometimes very funny
voiceover commentaries on  the
screen action and, you may be sure, is
responsible for the bits and oieces of
19408 trivia we see. These include the
sight of Ralphie's younger brother sc
bundled up in a pre-miracle-fabric
anowsull that he can't even move lus
arms. Those were the days.

Mr. Clark, the director of *"Por-
ky's' and “Tribute,” does not have 2
light touch. However, his heavy touch
is not quite the same thing as Mr.
Shepherd's habit of finding numor
through the exaggeration of lan-
guape, The movie's bip comic pieces
tend only to be exceedingly busy,
Though Mr. Billingsley, Mr. Gavin,
Migs Dillon and the actress who plays
Ralphie's school teacher (Tedde
Moore) are all very able; they are
less funny than aclors in & television
sbiuitien wormedy that one hus chosen
e wiich with the sound turned off.

Most of the period details are pood
and accurate, ilowever, ['m not at all
sire Wial the curriealum at the War-

sen 3. Harding Public School, which
Bulplug uttends, would require that
Syearolds read “Silas Mamer."’

Santa CIoUS _..or
lneg The .ﬁl.lrd!
Flash Gosdan




