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Jean Shepherd, K20RS: Ham, Humorist

With his distinctive, deep laugh, K20RS af-
Sfirms that ham radio is *in my blood, It's ¢
calling, like the priesthood, I've been o ham
sinee | was 12, and Amatewr Rudio still hasn’t
lost its fascination for me. ' That’s saving a lot
for this busy actor, auwrhor and enlertainer.
Jean has had his own felevision and radio
shaws, and has appeared on most of the big
TV talk shows and ot hundreds of univer-
sities ucross the country in his rofe as
humorist. (Amateurs may have secn him at
the Daytan Hamvention and at League
gathenings in Tarrvtown, New York, and
Cireal Gorge, New Jersey.} As an author,
Shepherd has amassed a faithful following

fn his over-20} years of writing regularly for
publication, and his short stories have ap-
peared in many major magazines, Two
screenpiayvs und six books are also fo Jeun's
vredit, the latest of which is 4 Fistful of Fig
Newtons (Doubleday).

Stepherd grew up in Gary, Indiona
fwhich ke describes as “ubout as smell-
town and bhucolic as Newark, New
Jersey”’), where he became ubsessed with
Amateur Radio, and cw in particuiar, Af
age 13, Jean had earned a 45-wpm code cer-

ST Your reputafion as a comic storvieller
and « ham dispels the belief that ‘‘hams
have no sense of humor.” Had any
Amateur Radio experiences to qulet that myth
once and for all?

Shepherd: Sure. ['ve always felt that life is like
a gigantic play, and if you don’t enjoy the
show, vou've missed the point of coming to the
theater, Amateur Radig is the same, only it can
be funuier tn all kinds of ways. One time [ par-
ticipated in the 75-meter on-the-air wedding of
two really crazy hams. They were married,
zach in theiv own shacks, 70 mifes apart, The
minister, alse 4 ham, performed the ceremony
from his shack in the rectory, 200 miles away.
We, the vongregation, all carme on (9 unison at
the end, amid the QRM. The groom faded out
a eouple of times, but when it was done, it was
“official.”” | don’t know whether they ever
moved in with each other, since after all, they
hoth had beautiful towers that neither way will-
ing to give up.

Recently ane night an 20 meters, | was talk-
ing to a guy in Christchurch, New Zcaland; it
was a great night for DX — 2 over, armchair
copy. | was sitting there talking (we were both
on ¥OX), and my little dog was asleep in the
verner of the shack. All of & sudden | heard
this hoopla, this uproar at tus QTH. His dog
had come into the room and started to hark
about something. Immediately, my dog starts
running arcund the room and barking. For
about three minutes these dogs were barking at
#ach other, having a vconversation across
12,000 miles. We humans didn’t say anything
- just laughed like crazy, Since then I've ap-
preciated my dog ore beeause she's the only
dog | know who's had a QSO on 20 meters,

*Editonal Assistant, Q8T

76 057 -

titicate, and his ham radio activities have been
nonstop since then, As WOQWWN, his first call,
Shepherd enjoved handling traffic and served
as an Assisiant SCM. He later went to Indiana
University and was in the Army Signal Corps.
There, he learned that “‘unvane of average in-

The man behind the wit, KZOHS, proves that
Amateur Radic can be a “laughing matter.”

QST Yau've been an amateur for most of vour
life. What other unigue encounters have vou
had thar were related to radio?

Shepherd: Well, I got hit by lightning once — a
truly unique encounter! [ was on the air on 20
one day in the middle of August, talking to a
guy in Denver, All of a sudden there was a
gigantic blue-like cxplosion. i was knocked
across the room and didn’t know what had
happened. My rig was absoiutely ionized. 1t
was gone — a smoking blue hole,

Then there was the time [ had & run-in with
Elmer the Shark. Five of us, all 16 years old
and all hams, bought a huge, shoulder-high
barrel full of millions of “*surplus’® parts from
a joint on Chicago’s “‘Radic Row.” presided
wver hy a guy named Elmer. We paid $10 {two
hucks apiece) for the monster, and it must have
weighed half a tan, We finally got it inlo our
Ford V-8 after wrestling with the barrel for
about two hours, and promptly broke the two
back springs in the var. When we finaily got it
into our basement and began to parcel out the
loot of millions of resistors, condensers and so
on. we found that half of the barrei had been
filled with concrete. Elmer the Shark had
struck again! I[nstantly, five idsalistic young
hams were turned into mean, slit-eved cynices, a
condition that remains with some of us today!

QST: Everyome’s first on-the-air coniget is
special, What was vours like?

Shepherd: My first contact, I remember it sven
now, was on 40-meter cw. i was roughly 10 at
night. 1 was running a 6L6 oscillator, which T
had gotten out of ST, It was called the **QSL
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telligence, with motivation, could learn to send
and receive vode «f J0 wpm In weeks
especially if vou knew that it vou didn’t, vou
were going to po nut and be o dog-faced
ritleman.””
Todav, K20RS especially enfovs DX — the
feeling of uncertainty about tt - und talk-
ing to new, interesting people, *To be able
to sit down in vour own room and talk any-
where in the world is quixotic. ft's u roman-
tic concept, und I can fell right away when
U'm ialking to someone who isn’t philoso-
phically a ham. There’s a big difference be-
iween an amuateur and o license holder.””
With typical ebullience, Jean tells af his
visions of Amateur Radio us an urt and
technigue, of an amateur license as 4
privilege, and of operating a8 @ Jovous
pastime. “‘Americans tend to think of a
license us « right. Eventually, getting one
will be about a5 hard us clipping out a
coupon for 20¢ off Folger's vaffee, There
should be stundards. Amateur Radio is g
principle; it’s almost {ike a religion itself. >
In listening to him. it's obvious that Jean
Shepherd, K20RS, Iz ane of the dedicated
disciples.

40" because it was the size of 2 QSL vard.

At that time you ¢ould buy a chassis exactly

QSL-card size, 3 x 5 or whatever. it really
worked! | even remember the frequency - it
was right iy the middle of the band because |
figured it was a safe place to be, {1 didn’t want
to have problems with barmonics and stuff,)
So 1 bought that crystal, but | didn’t realize
that there were about five gigantic 5-kW sta-
tinns right on that frequency. They blew me off
cvery time [ came on the gir. 1 had an antenna
called an extended double Zepp, and | was only
running Y or £2 watts. All of a sudden (this was
the sevond night) a guy in Brooklyn came back
to me. [ was in south Chicago, and I went total-
Iy bananas, | don’t remember his eall, but 1 do
remember one thing about it that really hurt me
~-— he never sent me a Q8L card!

QST Where do von think the tide o) Amateur
Radio is faking us?
Shepherd: I can’t even seriously remember
when | wasn't a ham, so I've seen 4 ot of
changes, | am & little disturbed by the pro-
liferating dehumamzation of Amateur Radio
by the spread of computerized equipment that
is capable of holding QS0Os between machines,
withaut human aid. It’s spooky. Alsa, [ have
noticed a distinct trend among many amateurs
who show no intcrest whatsoever in theory,
construction and even operating procedures.
That's sad. Another major movement 15 the
warldwide interest in contests, which seem to
he almost continuous, with an endless repeti-
tion of numbers. There are many days when an
actual QSO seems to he an intrusion amid the
uproar.

Nevertheless, ['m a totally dedicated ham,
and would never willingly give up my license.
[t's one of my cherished possessions, et



