2i—The Videtle-Messenper, Valparalso, tnd. hucsday, June 10, 1976

Author, Humorist Jean Shepherd To
Be Speaker In Bicentennial Series

HAMMORNTD — Jeun Shep-
herd, conlemyporary author,
humorist and radic-lv per-
sonality, will speak at Pur-
due University Calumet

Campus at 7:30 p.m. June
8.

A nalive of lHammoand,
Shepherd has ¢chosen as his
topiec “Refturn (o Lhe Dear
Old Region." He has writlen
many shorl slories aboul
growing up in the Calumel
Region during the depres-
sion years.

Shepherd is appearing for
the second Dlcentennial
Convocalien Leclure at Lhe
Purdue Campus in Ham-
mond. Admission is free lo
the presentalion in Alumni
flall, 2233-t 718t St.

‘I'he cvent is part of a lec-
ture series yoinlly sponsared
by the Purdue Calumet
Bicentenmial Celebration
Commiliee and the Indiana
American Hevolulion Bicen-

tenmial Commission.
Currently residing in Now
York Cily, Shepherd admils
lo being “‘persena  non
grata' back in Indiana
because of the cracks he's

made aboul Jife in The
Region.
lHammoend, he recalls

fondly, “clings precariously
to the underbody of Chicage
like a barnacle clings lv the .
.. hulk of atramp steamer.
Ile remembers Lthat at night
in Hammond *the lrains
thunder through the dark c3
the way to somewhete
else.”

Shepherd is the author of
such byoks as “In God We
Trust, All Olhers Pay
Cash,"”' and "'‘Wanda
Hickey's Night of Galden
Memories and Other Uis-
asters.” They contain short

stories spotlighting episodes -

in  his childhood — like
sloshing through the slush Le

study exports of Peru ul
Warren G. Harding School,
sneaking Into a movie heuse
to win dishes al Bank Night
and fishing in the pristine
walers of Cedar Lake.

Shepherd now hosis 2
nightly broadcast over WOH
in New York Cily and olher
radio slalions througlhyut
the-couniry. He jus! lalks —
alone, . a svriplless free
farm, abcul his life and
about whai he hears, sees
and smells as an inkabitant
of Manhaltan and the world.

is pepular  television
series, ‘'Jean  Shepherd's
Amerieca,"”” has aeturned Lo
the air on Lhe Public Broad-
casling Nelwork, because of
averwhelming pulilic
demand

Ile is also working an
anolher projecl for PBS, an
original leleplay entitled

S"The Phaolon of the Upen

Hearth.,” I1 will feature a

live drinmalization of some
of the hest of Shepherd's'Tic-
tion and will include some
previously unpublished
slories, Years age he work-
ed slraight night shifts al a
local steel mill, bul quit
because “my orains were
teening Le jellv.”

Alsa, he is busy adapling
bis award-winning Dbest
seller, "In God We "I'rusl . .
s 0 Lhe sereen. The novel
will Le made into 2 major
film by Canadian director
Hobert Clark, in associalion
with Warner Brolhers,

Shepherd continues 1o
conlribute arlicles and short
stories 1o [{arper's, Playboy
and olher magazines and Is
now completing his lourlh
novel. In addition, pkans are
in lhe works for a lwo-part
special on George Ade for
CBS-TV. lle is arn acknow-
ledged expert un Lhe works
of Ade -



