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I 
Man and machine from top to bottom: 

The legendary turbocharged 
Offenhauser engine, Bobby Allison 
conferring with Roger Penske, the 

Borg-Warner trophy, A.J. Foyt's 
Coyo'e being wheeled out of 
Gasoline Alley and AI Unser 

ready to leave the pits. At right: 
the start of the '75 race. 

Merrymakers from top to bottom: An 
old-timer (he's probably seen a 
couple of Indy SOOs already!), the 
girls strutting their stuff in the 
prerace parade, people still 
outnumber the flags, good viewing 
area behind the pits and the fans 
get mighty thirsty on a warm 
race day in May. 
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to be pt·esent, using any means of 
locomotion available from the Lhumb 
to a Fenari roadster, but to be there 
was all important. 

The actual event that occurred was 
largely lost to Lhe individuals who 
made up the mob, lost in the milling, 
the immensities of space, and the fact. 
lhat that wasn't whni you really 
came there fo r anyway. T1·ue. Bob 
Dylan was br·ietly visible. if you could 
manage to stand on Lhe top of some
one's van, O J' climb a l!·ee, but the 
illusion of being par·t of the action is 
enough for a true believer. 

The Indy, as the real fanatics al
ways call it-there a1·e other 500s but 
only one Indy- is much like that. To 
attempt to compare the Indy with 
any other race in America is like 
trying to compare Woodstock with 
your ordinal')' run-of-the-mill rock 
concert. It's not that the race itself is 
any better· than any other big-car 
classic, it's just that it's different, 
\'ery different. 

First. there's tradition. lf there is 
one sporting event in America that 
has gr·own year by year, decade by 
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Foyt goes for four 
A J is red-hot. When he rolls Into 

• • the Brickyard with his lucky 
No. 14 Coyote this month, he rolls 
in as the defending United States Auto 
Club (USAC) Champion. This is the 
sixth time he's been entitled to the big 
No. 1, and in taking the national title he 
pushed his lifetime Indy-car wins over 
50! He' ll also take his place on the 
grid-last year it was the pole-as the 
" world's best," having just taken the 
third annual International Race of 
Champions (IROC) at Daytona. 

But SuperTex doesn't look back: 
When he arrives at Indy, he'll be there 
just to win another race. If he does, he'll 
contemplate the history-making feat of 
being the only driver to win four l ndys 
when the day's drive is over. A.J. 
doesn't tell you how he plans to win a 
race-he just wins 'em. Don't be fooled 
when he drawls out a remark designed 
to lull the likes of Johnny Rutherford 
and the Unsers running the improved, 
better-breathing turbo Oily this year: 
" If It's as good as they say i t Is, then I'm 



out to lunch with my VB." Anthony 
Joseph Foyt Jr. will have something In 
his lunch bag-no baloney-because, 
he runs to win. 

Foyt's competitiveness Is stamped in 
his personality and In the record books. 
He hates to lose, because winning Is 
almost all he's known since he started 
cleaning up on the midget and sprint 
circuits In the mtd-1950s. His first Indy 
was In 1958; he won In '61 , '64 and '67. 

Last year, when he won the Twin 200 
Champ Car race, he also clinched the 

USAC title; it was his 53rd Indy-style 
victory. Earlier in the year he took the 
California 500. That win made him the 
only driver to capture all three events In 
USAC's Triple Crown: Indy, Pocono and 
Ontario. His win at Pocono was his 
second, having taken that race in '73 as 
well. Then there was the 24-Hours of 
LeMans in 1967, and then, In stocks, the 
Daytona 500 In 1972 •••• 

A.J. Foyt is the world's wtnnlngest 
driver. All that's left Is to win the 
Indy 500 a fourth time.-B.H. 

An· Ed Vahgursky 
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decade, genet·ation by genet·ation, into 
anything approaching a true national 
folk epic, something like Thanks
giving or Cht·istmas or the Fout·th of 
.July. it has to be the Indy. When lhe 
Indy was first run. in almost exact!~· 
the same form as it is today c and 
that is \'ery important for tradition 1. 
the Wright Bt·othet·:; were young 
re\•olutionaries and Thomas Alva Ed
ison was a contemporat·y force. Teddy 
Roosevelt was the dynamic Johu 
Kennedy of the day, plunging 
through the trackles:~ wilderness. 
shouting "Bully!" 

The automobile was so new on the 
scene that millions of Americans had 
never actually seen one, much less 
sat behind a wheel. Jn fact, many 
automobiles of the day were steered 
by tillers, the way you steer a life
boat or a sailing yacht. Arguments 
1·aged over which form of power 
would eventually win out-combus
tion. steam or electricity. The smart 

money was on steam-silent. enor
mously powerful, and somehow t·o
mantic since it related the dt·ivet· to 
locomotives and ocean-going liners. 
Henry Fot·d I ('·His tory is bunk" 1 
was almost unknown, except as a 
rcwe clrh·et· who was beginning lo 
sell cars. World \\'u I, for Ameri
cans. was years away and gentlemen 
wore derbies and top hatil while 
ladies sported bustles and tarried 
fans. 

.Most of the crowd attendin~ that 
first race actually could t·emember 
hearing reports about the death of 
General Custer out in the Little Big 
Horn country, which might as well 
have been on the moon. 

The race, which was won by a 
laconic engineer named Ray 1I al'
roun, was run on the same grounds 
that still resound every year to the 
roar of the crowd and the boom of 
lethal machines. Even then there was 
a wild, ch·cus/fairgrounds atmos-

GEARBOX 

REAR SUSPENSION 

CAM2 MOTOR OIL SPECIAL 
Wheelbase· 106 in 
Overall length. 180 ln. 
Height. 32 in. 
Width of chassts at cockpit: 54 in. 
Track f/ r (ln.): 63.5/62.0 
Weight: 1500 lbs. 
Weight distribution 1/r: 30/70 percent 
Fuel capacity 40 gal. 

TURBOCHARGED DRAKE 
OFFENHAUSER ENGINE 

VENTILATED 
BRAKE DISCS 

ChaSSIS' Monocoque using aluminum dou
ble curvature panels with steel bulkheads. 

Bodywork: Fiberglass 
Top speed: 220 mph 
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phere that included a balloon race 
( incidentally, still celebrated s.vm
bol icall~· by the release of balloons 
just before the green flag falls l. and 
the weat·ing of fancy clothes by the 
:-~pectalot·s, and the hawking of 
souvenirs. 

The only other American event 
lhal remotely approaches lhe Indy 
in lon~evity, color and tradition is a 
spectacle that unfolds annually only 
a couple of hundred miles away-the 
Derby. The Derby. Both are, theOt·et
ically, run strictly fo1· the purposes 
of "improving the breed." In the 
em·ly da~·s of the fndy, the "improve
ment of the breed'' was a reality, not 
just a legend. The cars that battled 
it out were being produced, one at a 
time, for the gentry. Cars simply 
were not for ordinary people, any 
mot·e than a thoroughbred racehorse 
is for your average walking-at·ound 
citizen. Stutz battled Mat·mon; 
Duesenberg challenged Studebaker 



for the g lory of taking the checkered 
Hag and p1·oving to the world that 
they u~~~ lhe best.. 

Incidentally, in those days Indiana 
craftsmen built the g1·eatest cars in 
America, in the same way that Ken
tucky produced its greatest horses. 
Aubum, L>uesenbu1·g, Studebaker. 
Cord were just a few of the g1·eat 
indiana breeds. Fred and Augie 
Duesenbe1·g, whose work t.oday stands 
proudly in the world's museums, are 
largely unkuown to t.heir fellow 
Americans as men, but "It's a doozy'' 
has entered the language. They 
dominated the Indy for years. and 
their pl·oudest. claim was "You can 
drive a Duesenberg ofT any showroom 
Root· and win the 500.'' And they did 
just that.. 

Today's race is star t lingly like the 
very earliest of Indy classics. Four 
wheels on rubber, a lethal engine, a 
slit-eyed man behind the wheel, the 
1·oaring crowd, Lhe sun, the rain, the 

spine-tingling thunder of enormous 
horsepower, and, of cour:-~e, possible 
death. 

The machines they dl'ive toda~·. 
even as the \'ery earliest the~· ran at 
Indy, are simply not for YOUI' a\'er
age man. The Duesenberg wasn't; 
nor is the Eagle Offy. E\·en though 
he shunned it, there was somethinJ! 
curiously godlike about Ray Harroun. 
Crowds followed Loui~ Chevrulet 
wherever he went. just as loday the 
thousands hope lo glimpse A .. J. Fo) t 
or Mario Andretti Ol' Bobby Unser 
as they push their cars out of the 
garages just before noon along 
Gasoline Alley, with its peeling paint 
and ancient wooden huts. out onto 
the starting g t·id lineup fo r the big 
one. 

The1·e will be those in the crowcl 
who haven't missed a mce fo t· 50 
years and more, and there a 1·e many 
mo1·e who wi ll be seeing thei r fi rst, 
Indy this year, but they are all purl 

of the same celebratory tradition. 
It's as hard to imagine Amel'ica 
without the Indy as it would be to 
imagine it without lhe Derby, ot· the 
Fourth of .July, or the legend of 
nabe Ruth. 

Weeks before the day of the race. 
the faithful begin to gather f1·om all 
parts of the land, lining the streets 
of Indianapolis with their ca1·s bump
er lo bumper, their sleeping bags. 
their campfires, their jackets covered 
with patches, their beer cans. theil· 
crying babies and barking dogs, all 
waiting for that boom of the cannon 
which announces that the infield is 
open, to go charging fender to fender 
like a herd of demented buffalo to 
get that same spot they have oc
cupied fo1· )'ears. to put up the tent 
and to pop the first can, and to in
stinctively celebrate something in
definable in the restless American 
spirit, the urge to move, to compete, 
an<l io eat hot dogs in the sun. * * * 

W hen the green Is out and the pace car 
swings Into pit row on May 30, the 

scream of 33 engines will fill the Speedway 
as drivers jockey for the fast groove through 
Turn One. On the main straight, before car 
after car whips into the first turn, engine revs 
will be reaching a crescendo of 9000 rpm. 

Almost all of the cars will be propelled by 
PENSKE RACING 'S McLAREN DRAKE OFFYS an incredible 800-hp engine: the turbocharged 

Drake Offenhauser, a four-cylinder, fuel
injected, twin overhead-camshaft powerplant 
that displaces a slight 2.6 liters, or 159 cubic 
inches. II has been Improved again lor this 
year and it'll be used by most of the teams, 
Including Penske Racing's two·car entry 
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shown at the lett. Both cars are McLarens: 
The CAM2 Motor 011 Special, cut away to show 
construction details, will be driven by Bobby 
Allison, and the Nor ton Spirit, shown at speed 
in the photo, will be piloted by Tom Sneva. 

It's Penske Racing that sti ll holds the 
record average speed lor Indy, set in 1972 
when Mark Donohue was the first to cross 
the finish line alter averaging 162.962 
mph for 500 miles. 

While most of the engines powering the 
racers will be Oflys, the most prominent cars 
will be the Eagles of Dan Gurney. The mounts 
for roughly hall of the field will be Eagles 
from Gurney's All American Racers. 

The 33 cars that over 300,000 spectators 
will see at the Brickyard-from Foyt' s shovel
nosed Coyote to the super-side-scooped 
McLarens-will be alike In many ways and 
different, too; certainly in their razzle-dazzle 
colors. In each car will be one driver, 
alone for 500 very fast miles, with each one 
determi,ed to win this, the 60th running 
of the classic race.-B.H. 

f 
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