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"This would
make a great Christmas
gift al 10% otf"—Tom McCanhill

{Do you know who Tom McCahil (57—
world known automotive expert & journalisi)

""‘Great it's the one I'd choose!! |
always recommend it highly and
at 10% off...” Jeanne McCahil

{intraducing Mrs. Tom McCahill—trusted
advisor to TV, Movie & Stage stars)
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ORDER
from this page or
from our full page —
SAVE 10%*

Call Toll Free (800) 648-4990 (7 days a week, 24
hours a day) over 100 operators warking lor you
Telt operator your preference: | want item number
50 and so'” and ('d ke 1t on my MC, BAC, Am-Ex ,
check, meney order or please Dill me laler.

Remember to ask operator how you may buy lo
save maney, our full page ad gives the details, the
true colors, and the new ordering method. Don't
miss this apportunity to buy the original quality,
J year guarantee product — rather than look alikes.
For mare informalion order our tofal praducts bro-
chure (51.00 retundable with order) which has over
127 items including over 100 designs.

New breakthrough 1n compulenized Toll Free order
method. or you can write 1o Gaylord Corp. (Exec.
off.} 3930 £ Camelback Rd., Phoerix, Az , 85008
Tel. (662) 955-4900. CD/GHU1Z

*See aur full page advt. in_MNov. issue of Car and
Driver or Road and Track Tell gperator which adwt
full page or this page for that 10% discount. Merry
Christmas Cash 1o all from Gaylord . . . (offer anpires
Dec. 31 ~ butiry to get your order in for Chiistmas),

Prices from $11.95 to $29.55 NOW 10% OFF!!
thru Dec. 31

REMEMBER — CALL TOLL FREE
(800 548-4990— 7 DAYS A WEEK,
24 HRS. A DAY — ORDER NOW!

T™ & ® are registered or pending
trademarks of Gaylord Corp. US &
other pats. pend. Made in USA
Other Gaylerd Corp producls. Compu-Spark™/
The Ene“y Mawer™ / Compu-Circul™ '/ The Ram-
Jammer :Nalulallg Aspirated Fuel Injection)/
The Zapper™/and The Kicker™/Wnite Gaylord
Corparabon, 3930 East Camelback Road, Phoemsx,
Anzona 85018. .

{Prices and styles subjecl to change)
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A long way to go—and no TV script to show the way.

|

® Television rarely does anything that accu-
rately porirays the day-lo-day lives of real,
walking-arcund people. There just never
was a TV assistant producer remotely like
Mary Tyler Moore. Or, for that matter, a sap-
py TV station that seems to revolve around
her—and particularly her social life—where
there are no salesmen, and that apparently
does only a news show and a cooking
show. It goes without saying that nowhere in
our land can be found the hospital where a
Marcus Welby worries endlessly over the
well-being of his patients and never men-
tions Medicare or Blue Cross. Yet I'm afraid
many of us secretly believe that there is
such a hospital, or doctor, if we could only
find it—if we weren't in the ciutches of that
money-grubbing MD who charges $55 for a
five-minute interview about a maverick bun-
ion that concludes with him saying, it sure
beats me. Have you tried going to work in
bedrcom slippers?”

Have you ever run into one of those crin-
kly-eyed “We can be so friendly” Sunoco
pump-jockeys? Or how about that lovable
barrel-of-monkeys funfest of a war that
seems to occasionally occupy the time of
those “soldiers™ on M.A.5.H.7 Anyone who
had even a slight speaking acquaintance
with that particular war can tell you that
M.A.5.H’s version resembles the real thing
about the way the Land of Oz looks like
Newark. A frisnd of mine who spent two and
a half years of his life in Stalag lll atier para-
chuting out of a buming B-24 at 600 feet
once gol up quietly during a Hogan's He-
roes episode, went into the next room, re-
turned with his 20-gauge bird gun and blew
his TV set into the kitchen with one well-
aimed charge right in the middle of one of
Col. Bob Crane's most lovable ascapades.

All these curmudgeony thoughts were go-
ing through my mind the other day just after
| had a very interesting contact on 40-meter
phone. Since | was a kid, I've been on the
ham bands in one way or another, and it's
the cne hobby in my life | would fight like
hell before giving up. For God's sake, don't
confuse this with CB, which has nothing to
do with amateur radio. Anyway, it was a qui-
el midweek afternoon, about 4:30 or so,
when a stalion came back 10 me on 7248
kHz. He had the deep, rich accent of the
mountains. We talked briefly, conventionally
for a bit, then the following exchange be-
gan. He was in Moundsville, West Virginia,
which, if you don't know it, is the real article.

Me: “Wast Virginia. | wish | had 10 dollars
for every hour | spent driving through those
hilis late at night, listening to the Jamborese
on WWVA out of Wheeling.”

Bill [such indeed was his name]: “Yeah, |
kinda like that good ol’ country music my-
self. But then | grew up with it, 80 | figure 1
ain't got no choice.”

Me: “As tar as I'm concerned, Nashville is
the capital of the recording industry, but
Whesling is the capital of country music.”

Bill: “Right on, buddy. Half tham sounds
comin’ out of Nashville are about as much
country as Lawrence Welk. You ever see
the mob that shows up at the Capital Satur-
day night after the Jamboree? My God, they
must come from 40 states. There just ain’t
nothin’ like the Jamboree,”

Me: “What do you do for a living [a ques-
tion that is rarely asked on the air]?

Bill: "I'm a long-haul trucker.”

Me: “No kidding? What do you drive?”

Bill: A tanker for a chemical outfit. She's
a new Mack.”

Me: ““You carry any ham gear in the
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truck? Two meter, maybe?”

Bill: "'You kidding? Half the stuff | haul has
a flash point of zero degrees Fahrenheit.
Sometimes down around minus 30 degrees.
1 don’t want no RF wattage floatin' around
that tank. { could blow up half the county if
she went off. it's bad enough sittin’ ahead
of that stuff as it is, without lightin’ a fuse.”

Me: “How long you been driving?"’

Bill: “Thirty-one years. Give or take a few
that | spent on my back.”

Me: “What do you mean by tha1?”

Bill: “Wall, one time | was asleep in the

{CONTINUED)




cohnoisseurs car radio

For those who appreciate
the finest in cars, Becker—
the finest in car radios.
Becker radios offer all those

with signal seeking touch bar
and cassette player. Custom
designed to match,

‘e console or
gualities sought by the dis- dash, a Becker
criminating connoisseur. fits most

Fidelity of sound...sophisti-

popular cars.
cated circuitry.. . reliability. ..

Conmact your

utmost performance under all car dealer
conditions. Made entirely in or for the
Germany, Becker radios are name of near-
available in a full range of est dealer
models ranging from basic and for frae
AM-FM units to stereo tradios literature.

BECKER

AUTORADIO
BECKER AUTORADIO U.S.A, INC.
613 S. 24th St., Phil, PA19146 (215) 545-2434
Chicego-758 Burr Qak Dr,, Westmont, lil. 50559

call (800)
523-4530

toll free hot line

Lock into the improved

The best way to top your 'Vette iz now better than aver. A new
ad|ustable rear locking devica gives your set a custom fit,
The new weather seal eliminates wind, water and noise leaka.
And when it comes 1o looking good ... nothing tops our tops....
on your 'Vetls. Snap on a set of lramparem?gligh performance
plastic tops. The smoked bronze tinting screens out the sun...
while letting In the view. Saratoga Tops are as durable as
original equipmaent, easy to Install ... and provide an extra 3”
of head room, Order your sat today. For only $188 (postage
Included). Each sst has a ten day money back guarantee. Send
a chack, ..or use your BankAmaricard or Master Charge, (Orders
outside Continantal U.S. add $22.50 for handling.) For more
information...a colorb re...and a reprint of the Corvette
HNews story on Saratoga Tops send $1 to:

Ferrigan & O'Bren, Inc.
' 505?05 iand & c
riland Street
Albany. New York 12208 UWEtte ~
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bikes, with photos and |
technical descriptions & ACCES-
SORIES DIRECTORY—photos, tech y
dascriptions and prices on helmetx,
gloves, gogglet, jackets, wind- [k
shields, tools, tires and more H
MINIBIKES, MINICYCLES, AND .

-B e ROAD TESTS

™ ON '75 MODELS e TEN BEST CYCLE BUYS e
[ Plus: State Motorycls Lews ® Bike Index by Dis-
Hlacement Category ¢ Motoroycls Distributors »
Listing of Major Competitions, It's the whole bag—
and yewr next bike is here! Order your copy from
Cycle, Buyers Guide, Consumer Sarvice Division, 595
Broadway, Mew York, N.Y. 10012, Enckes $2,25
($1.95 olus 30c postage and handling). Outzide
b = U.5.A. $3.00 postpaid. Residents of Cailf., Cel.,
ooy P P Fla., l{., Mich., Mo., N.Y. State, D.C. and Tex. add

AT upplicabls sales tax (postage snd Mandfing charpes

Engiowd & §10.00 10s caming and smemoly manus| I'Iﬂll-tllllll.).

IMetynderis on purghae of & ith
TTh et aregtion inchyded with §10.00 cataiog and manusl

The witewew in o GT sparty car hin. Taae & ¥¥r chami, comedns i
with yaut choice of eoesr VW, Porichy, oo Corvau, boll na the
LASEA D17 %11 9f your chorca and drive sy [n W measr enuguaky
dapgned mrest 3port car of the s,

Fiv 10 MpinrS1, Pl FREEY 10 place voud orer
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JEAN SHEPHERD (CONTINUED)

bunk and my partner was drivin’ outside of
Reno when the laft front axle give way.
Equipment failure, She hit the side of a con-
crate viaduct, ripped along the abutment for
40 yards and tore the left side of the rig right
off. Took 'em three hours to bum me out of
that one with acetylene torches. | got a year
and a half off, layin’ on my back with my
legs up in the air on pulleys.”

Me: “Wowt"

Bill: “Well, a few things gotta happen to
you in 30 years."”

Me: “How do you like the Mack?”

Bill: “*So far, okay. She handles weil. |
hope it holds up. If it does, il pul Mack
right back in business.”

Ma: “What else have you driven?”

Bili: **| can hardly remember 'em all.
Brockway, GMC, Ford, White, Kenworth.
Practically averythin', except there's one
that I'd love to get my hands on.”

Me: “What's that?”

Bill: *‘A Peterbill. As far as I'm concemed,
that's the Cadillac of trucks. Made in Califor-
nia. A hell of a machine. | want t¢ put some
time in one before | leave the road for good
and take up shuffleboard.”

Me: “That time in Reno the only bad one
you had?”

Bill: '"Hell, no. There was tha time |
caught fire comin' down a grade into Buffa-
lo. With about 30,000 gallons of naptha be-
hind me. But | managed to get it out before
she blew. I'd love to tell you more about that
one but | gotta shave and shower ‘cause
me and my partner are leavin' town tonight
at seven and | want to get ready.”

Ma: "Before you run, Bill . . . you ever
watch Movin® On on the idiot box?"

Bill: “Never miss it {he laughed embar-
rassedly]. | hate to admit it, but | really dig
that show.”

Ma: “So do |. That's a Kenworth they
drive, isn't it?"

Bill: "Yep. You're so right. It's one hell of
a piece of machinery. You notice it's always
clean, but that's TV. | sure get a kick outa
the stuff that happens to them good old
boys. | been drivin® 31 years and nothing
exciting has ever happenad to me yet.”

Me: “I never saw Will and Sonny catch
fire with a load of naptha.”

Bilt: “Wall, that's real truckin’. That ain’t
fun, tike on TV, with all them girl hitchhikers
that Wil keeps finding.”

Me: “Well, Bill, | guess none of us live
axciting lives like on TV. I'll let you run.”

Bill: “Yeah, | gotta get movin' on, as they
say. | got a long way to go tonight.”

Me: “Ckay, Bill. Here's to Dave Dudisy."

Bilt “He’s some kind of a good ol' boy.

“Don't sing bad, neither.”

Mae: “Hang in. See you later.”

Bilk: “Keep an eye out for Smokey.”

Wae signed, and | began to think about
MAS.H. and Mary Tyler Moore and Movin'
On, and | realized once again that real life,
real wars and real trucking are always far
more exciting than TV ever could be. Even
Sonny and Will would have 1o admit that, »
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