Instrument
your mini...

...With VDO

What the factory may not have done in in-
struments for your mini . . . VDO can. From
tach’s and vacuum gauges o oil pressure
and temperature gauges, For years VDO
has been the specialis! for mini-car instru-
mentation. It's the ''no hassie" instrument
line that fits and Jasis! Send one dollar for
the full line VDO catalog today.

VDO now featurss custom consoles for VW Beatle
and Super Beetls, Dasher and Audl Fox. The con-
soles {instruments optionel) are of a size to also
adapt o many other minl-cars.

VDO

INSTRUMENTS

AUTOMOCTIVE DIVISION, DEPT. F-g,
116 Victor, 6109 Lankershim Bivd.,
Detrout, M) 48203 N._ Hollywood. CA 91606
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* You never know when someone’s Great
Idea is gonna rear back and hit you . . . as,
inevitably, it will. The other day, on the bar-
ren concrete parking area of a Connecticut
shopping center, was my turn. | was in a
hurry as | hopped behind the wheel of a bor-
rowed new Datsun stationwagon. My com-
panion, a smoldering femate of mercuriat
temperament, slid into the passenger seat.
For better or worse, it is a world-wide char-
acteristic of males, when behind a steering
wheel and accompanied by a nubile femate,
to strive for maximum dash and a/an. | have
seen this phenomenon all over the world,
so | have to conclude it is a universal char-
acteristic of the Male of the species, like
baldness or the tendency to enjoy striking
small balls with sticks.

| settled down behind the wheel of the
Datsun, put the key in the ignition and im-
mediately that goddamn buzzer began to
whine naggingly, informing me that | had not
yet buckled the seat belts. The screach be-
gan right in the middle of one of my most
telling epigrams, one which | enjoy tossing
off when the right women are around. It
grabbed me in mid-phrase,

“Ah ... what's that? That buzzing?" the
girl asked with a slight lilt in her voice
vaguely reminiscent of Daisy Buchanan,

""Oh, nothing, I'll just snap up these seat
befts and we'll be on our way. Heh, heh.”

| slammed the door as stylishly as { could,
all the while fishing around with my lefi hand
tfor the seal belt. The warning buzzer
seemed t0 be getting dislinctly louder. For
the first time | noticed that it sounded curi-
ously like the whine of the Zero fighters
which fill the murky celluloid skies of count-
less late-movie Banzai epics starring Wil-
liam Bendix and John Payne.

“Can't you please turn that off? It's giving
me a headache,” Daisy sighed mystariously
and fluttered her eyelashes.

“Fer Chrissake,”” | muttered under my
breath as | groped around with my left hand
trying 1o find the damn seat belt hook. Ah,

found it. | whipped it up over my lap, or at
least tried to. The strap stopped abruptly
just short of my balt buckle.

Nyyyyaaaaaaaaz| sneered the miserable
2ero buzzer. | peered down into the gloom
between the seat cushion and the door and
saw that the belt had a self-winding reel.
Okay. | had fought those bastards before,
s0 | carefully eased it back into the reel and
tried again. This time my left hand zipped
upward toward my ear. Here was another
self-winding real for the shoulder strap and
the two reels seemed to be attacking me
out of the sun in concert. As one gave out
black webbing, the other reeled it in even
qQuicker. My hand was going up and down
like a yo-yo. Every time I'd iry to advance
them and whip the hook over my midsec-
lion, they'd both slarm on the brakes.

"You better fasten your seat balt,” )
barked chearfully, attempting to cover up
the fact | was having a humiliating time with
those damn reels. "That's what's making
that buzzer go.”

“Mine’s fastened,” sha said coolly, casu-
ally lighting a Gauloise. | glanced out of the
comer of my eye. It was true, her seat belt,
including the shoulder strap, was neatly
clippad in place and here | was screwing
around like an arthritic aunt trying to fold up
& camp chair in a high wind. Once again my
hand whipped up to the cailing in the direc-
tion of the shoulder strap reel.

°

There's nothing like
a screeching
seat belt buzzer to turn
a perfectly sweet
and hopefully amicabie
young lady
into a Daisy Buchanan

°

“lsn’t there something you can do about
that buzzer? It's really very tiresoms.” She
was sounding more like Daisy every minute.
in desperation, | opened the door and
hopped out, figuring that if | started alt over
again | might catch the damn thing un-
aware. | eased back into the seat and, with
studied nonchalance, grasped the shiny sil-
ver clip firmly. With a sudden whipping mo-
tion, | caught both reels off guard. The
clip—and my hand, of course—zipped all
the way across my lap and | experienced
that sudden thrilt that comes only with suc-
cess. For one brief instant | actually thought
I had won. Frantically, my right hand groped
between the seats for tha slot where | was
supposed to put the hook. | couldn't find the
son of a bitch! | groped again,

“Pleassl" Daisy crossed her legs primiy.
The chrome metal clip zipped out of my
sweaty left hand. Whang . . . thunk . ..
Zap—it whistled past my nose, nicked my
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“Grand Prix” Steering Wheels, imported from England. Of-
fered in mahogany rim with bright polished frame, or padded
black leather rm with black Irame. Compiste with hub kit

ready for instailation.
Most imported car models, at
Most American car models, at

Uni-Syn
$10.95

-

Laather Steering Whee! Cov-
ar $7.95. Black, or brown.
Specify car.

Rubber Floor Mats, black,
Sprite, Midget, TR $10.15;
MGB $13.25; 240-Z $12.95;

Lo $39.50
42.50

SU Carburetor Toal Kits
2-Carbr Model ..$5.75
3-Carb. Model 7.50

Svezia ltakian Air Horn
2.Trumpet mode! 522,50
3-Trumpet model .. 44,50

E‘

HALDA
Halda Speeg Pilot  $119.50
Halda Twin Master . .114.50

- Fibsrglass

BELL Helmets:

RT $39.75

Magnum $53.75

Star $64.75

Star-120 $64.75

COVERALLS: “

Nomex, white, 1 piece $70.00
Nomey, white, 2 piece . 7500
Fypra, gold, 1 or 2 piece 159.50
Nomex Underwear, top 1395
pants .. 13.00
Nomex Socks . B95
Fypre Gaunilets .. ... .. 20.95
Fypra Lined Shoes 3395
Nomex Head Shield 1695

KONI Shock Absorbers for the ultimate in handling. Prices
each: BMW 2002 Fr $53.00, R $36.00. § ay Fr $36.00,
R $36.00; 240Z Fr $53.00, R $53.00, Porsche 911/912 fr
$53.00, R $37.50, Porsche 914 Fr $52.00, f $49.00. Models
for most imported and domestic cars in stock.

Spoilers
Front modeis $29.95 10 $37.50. Rear models $49.95.

AMCO
Convertible
Teps

" | .
Fiat 850 $56.05, Fial 124 $86.65, XKE-6 $50.95, MG TD
$47.00, MGA $56.05, MGB $69.35, Sprite/Midget $56.05,
TR-250 $61.15, TR-6 $86.65, Spitfire $81.55.

Hardtops: reinforced fiberglass In In
construction. including ail hardware. Primer ink
Shipped treight callect: Paint

XKE $17.30. Prices/pr. Halda Trip Master 84.50

(1 F

Sports Glove, capeskin front, knit back
Open Back Glove, all black capeshkin

Full Coverage Racing Glove, ail black cape .
Stirling Moss Summer Glove, pigskin front
Stirling Moss Winter Glove, silh uned

Imported English
Driving Gloves

in men‘s and
ladies’ sizes.

Insignia Tankards, $2.95 each, 6 for $15.95. 14 oz, metal
mug. with glass bottom, and full color Myiar® emblem. for:
Alta, Bentley. BMW, Camaro, Capn, Cobra, Corvetie,
Cougar, Datsun, Ferrari, Fiat, Ford, Henda, Jaguar, Lotus,
Maserati, Mercedes, MG, Mustang, Opel, Pinto. Rolls-
Royce, Sprite, Toyota, TR, Vega, Volvo, and other designs.

o0 [

Embroidered Emblems, w full color designs of most cars.
Washable. Pocket size $1.00 each.

&L

Key Fob Key Case TieBar Cuff Links  Genuine Zippo
$1.95 $2.9% $3.95 $5.95 Lighter $5.95

Ever popular personal accessores, with medallions in brilliant
jeweler’s glass enamels.

Car Plaques, 2! PE n hrilliantﬁenamel, designs lor most
states and counlries. $7.95 each.

Viny) $4.95 .

With the medallion of your car's authentic crest. in a superbly
hand-fitting gearshitt knob.

Glenn / Chilten Manuals: MG,
VW, Volvo $4.95, Alfa, Dat-
sun $5.80, Fiat, XKE,
Porsche, Toyota, Triumph
$5.95, BMW $6.95, Mer-
cedes, Saab $7.95.

7% headlamp 315.§5 {or.

Stone-

Guards

MGB §$18.50, Parsche
£21.15. Spotlamp $6 95-
10.95each.

Roll
Bars

Sireet from $85.00. Compe-
tition (SCCA) {rom $120.00

Freight Collect. I

Drager Tire Gage $9.95.
Reads in pounds/kgms.,
with locking pownter,

Sprite f Midget
Jaguar XKE
R NG B
Fial 124 .. .
+ TR 4 & 250
TR Spitfire .

Talbot Racing Mirrors, flat
or convex lens:

#303 Jr,, 3%* .. . $11.50
#300 Sr., 4'4" 13.75
#301 Sr., 44" . 14.95
#333 Sr., 4W" 1876

Classic Car Wax $5.00, g:'ik
Wax §3.00, Classic Car
Kit $9.50.

Abarth
Exhaust
Systems
All madels in stock, Shipped
treight collect.

Cibie 7" lodine
Headlamp
Conversion
$42.60/pr.

Tungsien
$23.50/pr.

Lucas

#576 Cibie #95 Cibie =40

Lucas #576 Lamp, tungsten, 6°; spot, or fog . -$20.65

Cibie =40 Lamp, iodine, 5%"; spot, or fog 24.60

Cibie #95 Lamp, iodine, 7*; spot, or fog 26.80
where noted.

sent free with your order.

Prices include postage or shipping, sxcept
Catalogue 50¢, refundable with your first order; or,

WILCO, Box 1128, Rochester, N. Y. 14603
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laft ear as it whapped up into the shoulder
belt real with a thud.

“That isn’t funny,” Daisy hissed, *| really
wish you'd stop playing around.”’ She
flicked the ashes of her Gauloise onto the
shift laver. By now | didn‘t care what the hell
she thought. No goddamn car is gonna beat
mel | had fought the worst cars in the world
in my time, and won.

Screeassesege. The warning buzzer
showed no signs of running down. | careful-
ty remaved the key from the switch. The
buzzer stopped. We sat in silence.

“That's certainly a relief. Why didn't you
do that sooner?"

Daisy was distinclly hostile now. | furicus-
ly jammed the key back in the lock.
Screaseeect the buzzer yelled. | turned the
key clockwise as far as it would go. Nothing.
The full snormity of my predicament hit me.
The accursed Nader Effect! Since this was
a 1974 Datsun, the ignition was totally deac-
tivated until those sons of bitching seat
belts had you clamped in like an astronaut
on blast-off.

in other cars, | had said “the hell with the
buzzer' and driven around frae as a bird
with my seat belts off and the radic tumed
up to drown out that squawker, but this little
beauty was not about to stand still for any
hanky-panky like that.

“Would you mind awfully if | took a cab
home? My headachs is really getting teribly
bad and | simply don't enjoy sitling here in
this stupid shopping center while you play
your little games.”

It was getting dark out now and a slight
rain had begun to fail. We were the only car
left on the lot. The relationship batween
Man and Woman is always tenuous at best.
And in truth, § have had any number of total-
ly unexpected things louse up what had
promised 1o be a great evening with a girl.
But 1o be brought down crashing by a cheap-
jack seat belt is too much.

“Do you mind if we call a cab? I'm really
getting very bored.”

F. Scott Fitzgerald would have appreciat-
ed that play. She was about to take a cab
“back home.” That meant from Connecticut
to the East Side of Manhattan. | didnt think
they made taxi meters that run that high.

Listlessly, automatically, my hand again
grasped the chrome seat belt clip as it had
a hundred times before. | gave it a pull while
struggling to get my brain collected for a
suitably crushing remark when—Z2ip, Zap,
Clunk—Good God, it worked! | was beited
in and trussed up like a Thanksgiving turkey.

| flicked the ignition switch. The Datsun
purred nicely into fife and we were off with
nary a sign of a shrieking buzzer. Seat belts
are mysterious. You never know when
they're going to work, They'l attack without
warning after being house pets for years.

“My headache is really much worse. I'll
have 1o skip dinner and the show. Just take
me home, pleasa.” Daisy’s perfume min-
gled with the Gauloise smoke and | knew
Lthere was no hope. Banzal L
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