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Jean Shépherd A Master
Of The Art Of Ra(llo Humor

By JAY SUARBLUTT
NEW  YORK [(AP) -
Radip bumor, says Jean

Shepherd, 1s an arl “rarer
than a five-winged tml.

terly.™ lle shouli know.,

fie's been al the arl here
Sluce 1058. This year, le
was sel lonse nalionally on
NBC Radio.

For those whn've uever
heard him, Shepherd isn't
your uswal dlanhafian wise
guy. He's move of a free
association cress belween
Mark Twain and tHerb Shri-
ner,

I's a pily be's  only
beard a few minules on
NEBC's “Emphasis” on
weeakdays and en “Monl-
tor'" wéekends, Ile has an
uncanny ability Lo bring ge-
mine Americana inlo ver
bal bas-refiel.

Born in Chicago. he was
raised in a norfliern In-

thana sleel mill town he ne-

ver identifies, appavieally
far fear 'he Chamber of
Commerce will

hire a hil man to say hello
wilh a load of hal slag.

Allhongh his NBC effort

and most of his loeal radio-

work concern moder perv-
sons, Ihemes and evenls,
mueh of Shepherd’s [ame
slems [rom his spoken and
writlen observations aboul
youth in a rotling lown.

lle spins magnificent
varne aboul crapple [ishing
in felid ponds, men who
drink lols of bollermakers,
life at Warren G. [lavding

Scheol and mythical boy--

hood pals like Schwarlz,

someday

Plick, Droder amd

nwski.

lle Is constdered a mas-
ler of blue-collar nostalgla.
He alse considers this hon.
or a bum rap.

"I'm no! a reminiscor,™
be growscd. *'I'm no mora
of a reminiscer lhan Bill
Cosby. No, 1'm serlous.
I've often wondered why,
when Cosby talks about his
mythical boyvhwod (rieuds,
I's never called nestalgia.”

Shepherd, who does a 15-
minule show on a local sta-
lien here each weeknighi,
finds his aucdience a bit
weird. They usually seem
to recall oaly his dis-
seriations on growing up In
northern Indiana.

“1 den't know why thal
is" he sld, "I've dis-
covered (hal any lime you
mention  anylhing to do
with childhood on the air
that's as powerivl lo people
as sex.

“The next Ilhing you
know, they lhink thal's all
vou ever lalk aboul" he
sald, referring lo childheod.
“I'll do Ihree shows of sa-
fire on Norman Mailer and
never hear & word aboul it,
except (rom oul of lown.

“I may do one slory
about Schwarlz and. Flick
and " Broder and I'll get a
letler saying, “Gee, " that's
ail you ever do and [ love
i

Alas, the lecal radio
image he hates may wind
up on nalional TV because
he wrole “Wanda Hickey's
Night of Colden Memovies:
and Other Disasters” a

colieclion of shor! storles
abioul Wis adelescence.

tle says ihere's a strong
possibiily the book will ho
mndo inte a "'V movie s
fall. The producors, he il
ded, "wanl to use il as lhe
hasls for a serles aml 1'd
work In it balh as a wriler
and performer.

“They wanl lo use an in-
levesiing {echnlque, dn M
more o less in the ‘Our
Town' siyle, wheve 1'd stop
in ond onl of scenes,”

W'd be his second go al
unatlonal {elevision. In 1971,
ke was on publie TV ja a
wonderful 13-parl explora-
fion of the nation's lesser-
kuown corners in “Jean
Shepherd's Amerien."

It appeared during an ex-
ciling era in public TV, he
sald, "but now (hey're luto
old renuns of BBC eastolls.
It's consiclerad a greal pew
program ldea. They're re-
ally deep inlo an Anglo-
phile Lag."

Bl Ihe professor of pasi
and modern Americana
doesn'l feel all is Josk yel:
“In facl, | saw a [y
bumper sticker ihe other
day on Sixth Avenue, 1l
said, ‘Impeach Allistair
Cooke.'



