* "If you open driver's door with the key left
in tha switch, warming buzzer will warn you
of being robbed."

This chiliing statament appears on page
four of a fascinating enigmatic little booklet
enlitied Owner's Manuai—Mods! S30 Se-
ries Dalsun 2402 Sporis.

| am continually amazed at the number of
potential maiming and electrocution victims
who never read owners manuals, and {eel
that to do so would impugn their vast techni-
cal knowledge and, in fact, their masculinity.

| know one guy who was chased around
his kitchen by a runaway electric carving
knifa that wound up boring its way through a
wall and into the next apartment because
he failed to note in the booklet that came
with the piece of junk that there was a con-
cealed amargengy switch built into the plas.
tic imitation elkhorn handle specifically de-
signed for when the thing got out of hand
and began carving up its owner.

As a student of Owner's Manuals | have
come o appreciate their subtlety of style,
their hints of avils to coma, their buoyant
acceptance of disaster. Like all literature,
tha works invariably ratloct the national
characteristics of the country origin. A tumn
of phrase here, a curious word thare, Each
country has its own. Even the spelling is teli-
tale. “T-y-r-e pressure” is not going to be
found in a Pinto manual.

| learned to love Owner's Manuals at a
vary early age. | was nine. On Christmas
morning | received that ultimate of gifts—a
Licnel elactric frain! | laid that track faster
than ten-thousand Coolies crossing the
state of Utah for Gould and the Railroad
Trust. My kid brother was solacing himself
‘by hurling his new rubber dagger at the
fiowared wallpaper. | got tha track set up
and hooked the train cars and engine to-
gethar, hands palsied with exciterment. The
transformer had about six binding posts and
maybe eight feet of twisted pair wire which |
feverishly connectad to a couple of brass
clips on the tracks. | plugged in the trans-

former and, being a kid and basically suici-
dal, threw the slider on top all the way over
o FAST. The housa lights dimmed; the tiny
engine shuddered llke a speared wall-ays
pike. For a long, ozone-filled, micro-second
the living room was a sea of ica-blue light.
The engine and its four cars, including a Un-
ion Pacific caboose, streaked down the
frack spouting flames, screamad across the
rug and disappeared under our sofa which
was the pride of my mother's life. Almost
instantly, the cushions caught on fire. The
Ol Man came roaring out of the john.

"“What the hell now? Fer Chrissake, |

can't turn my back for a second!”

Seeing the sofa blazing snappily, he skid-
ded to a stop, his eysballs rolling, and yelled
“THE HOUSE IS ON FIRE! RUNT"

My mother, who was out in the kitchen at
tha time, laboring over a balch of ginger-
bread men, screamed “SAVE THE KIDS!I
and came galloping into the kving room with
a dishpan full of cold water. She hurled il on
the crackling flames and there was ancther
flash. The lights wenl out, 1ha refrigerator
squeaked lo a stop and for seven blocks,
etectric toasters attacked thekr ownars.

After the police had departed and the Oid
Man had scraped what was left of 1ha elec-
tric train off the underside of the sofa, he
said in a low, menacing tone directed right
batwaan my eyaes, “That’ll teach you to read
the instruction book.” He waved the book in

“als they write. For example, “Do not drive
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the ais, fanning the last wisps of smoke to
tha ceiling. “it says right here in red print
'‘Co not aver lurn Lever C to Fast belore
making sure the train is well under way. A
severe overload could result if this proce-
dure is not followed.' Okay, stupid, that's
your last electric train.”

Since the episode of the exploding elec-
tric frain | have not only assiduously read
Instruction manuals of all kinds, | have evan
come to prefer them to other, less creative
forms ol fiteratura, .

Naturally, upon taking possession of my
new Z-car, | immediately plunged deap into
the rich prose of the Owner's Manual. |

‘might say tha! as a rule Japanese equip-
ment comes with some of the most mysteri-

ous, racy, curiously compelling instructions
of all the world’s goods. It is abvious even
to a casual reader that mast of Japanese
manuals were originally written in the native
tongue and then translated into English . . .

but by other Japanese whose grasp of the
intricacies of our language has curious in-
adequacies—or possibly over adequacies.
These manuals tend to be literal to tha point
of becoming opaque.

| read and re-read that statement on Page
four and tha more | read it the more mysieri-
ously sinister it sounded. “/f you open driv-
er's door with the kay left in the switch,
warning buzzer will wari you of being
robbed." It is printed in extra heavy ink, so it
must ba significant. But what the hell does it
mean? But, what did | expect? Any Japa-
nesa ownar's manual is filled with these
veiled hints and innuendo of skuliduggery,
hooded figures in the night, dagger thrusts
and inevitable catastrophe. After all, lat's
face it, nine out of tan Japanese movies
that the strong-willed ¢an see introduced by
the Syncopatad Clock at late hours an
Channel 2 have giant scaled maonstars
creeping out of the sea to pound Tokyo into
rubble. | have yet 1o see an American movie
starring a giant newt chewing up tha Bronx,
but the Japanese evidently love this sort
of thing and it shows in the owner's manu-

with the tachometer gauged at red zone un-
fess otherwisa really necessary." Really
nacessary are the key words in this bit of
advice and are pure Japanesa,

‘Visions of a 24027 red-lined, hurtling
through the night turning eight thousand
rpm fleaing from God-Knows-Whal other
than it traces its lineage all tha way back to
Godzilla. Gamira, the giant scaled monster
is back at tha eloctric plant eating trans-
formers and warding off air-to-ground mis-
siles and only 5. Watanabe, the young
idealistic physicist, can prevenl world de-
struction. He bravely floors the accelarator
of his brand-new 240Z and heediess of
“possibla damages 1o engine" roars on into
the night 10 save Mankind.

Now, by contrast, the Germans take the
other view, a kind of nicely undersiated
madness that runs through their manuals.
My favorite is a fine from the owner's manu-
al for the 1973 Mercedas 450 SL: "It is not
recommendad that the car be driven over
80 mph on ice or snow, aspecially in moun-
tainous terrain.” Presumably 88.5 mph on
an icy, snow-covered mouniainous pass is
all right, but over 90, well, what the Hell, you
taka your chancas. That one line gives you
pretty much the flavor of your average Teu-
tonic instruction manual, to say nothing of
the average Teutonic mind.

There's another thing about manuals that
wa students of the genre are aware of. The
more complex and detailed they are, the
gloomiar thay baecome, and in general they
reflect the nationa! outiock of the native
drivers. For example, any English manual is
rich with discouraging instructions about av.
erything from what to do when your cotter
pins dissolve due to heavy rains, causing
Laich D to release, creating play on Rachet
G (see pg. 12, Rachet Maintenance) to how
to handle the sirrocco winds in East Zamiia
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GAS SIPHON

THIEVES

Please rush me
the following:

Quantity

he ¢ steel spring dovics fils into
q a"I‘{ie 2 ‘

MASERAT) MUSICAL AIR HORNS

The uitimate In penetration and carrying power. Trumpais In
fightweight, durable cerrosion-rasistant lalisn Racing Ked Plas-
tic, or In ABS Chrome, Complete with compresser, swilch, relay,
tublng, matg. brachals. Cotonel Bogey, La Cucaracha, Never On
Sunday, LI Marlane, O Soia Mo, Or French Police Hora (iweo
trumpat modal). Override switch ta blow irumpeis al once, 12 V.
Specily twpe. Red plastic trumpet models,,.$54.95 (O] Franch
Police Rorn (12 wolt) or Colonel Bogey (6 o l2 voit} with ABS
chrome trumpets (Specify vollage) $59.95

HAAN GAS GUARD

Siops gas theft by preventing siphon hose from reaching your as

lank. (1 you teave your car unailended you nud Gas Guard.

a3 filler neck m
4-hour prolection. No keys i nse. o {rozen lo:u

In:lllls in minutes. Fits mostears. ............oiiiine 3295

HAAN CQCO MATS

Beauly and protection with a continental flair, Coco-Fibre pllowy
@ir to circulate to prevent rust and mikdew. Full turned binding
on all edges. Available in Multi-Brown, Solid Black, Rlack and
Gold, Multi-Blue. Specily year, make, model of car and color
desired. Avallable only in compleie sets for (rent and rear for

most Amarlcan cass (axcept Corvelte); loreign sedans: Porache
S (except 914); Flat fexcept 850 Spy); Alfa (emcept Spy),. %2395
g O Available only in frant sets for most two-seater foreign cars

arg Corvetles $1595

DRAEGER GAUGE

i Compelition lire pressura accuracy. Dial can be zeroed for % Ib.

accuracy, Pointer Jucks od the reading and zeroes with a refeass
butlon. 0 1o 59 [b. scale. Unbreakable lens, Includes case, . . $9.85

UNI-SYN CARB SYNCHRONIZER

Synchronizes mulliple carburetors 1o maxhnum horsepower and

c:nnomr Balances side-drafl and down-drall carburetors
accurataly without regard o position.

Model A’ Jor al! except four Lhroat
Model B for Taur Lhroat carbs.

HAAN WEATH EQGA RD
Aluminized rubber coaling over colton fabric. Water and mildew

. (esistant, Warranted 12 monihs 2. ainst cracking, thrinking or

‘hnm comln lgall A-H; SPRITE; FIAT 124 SPY; MG-TC thru
G POR. TlR 4A, 250 and TR 35295D2401 FIAT 124
Cpe; POR lo 65 & 91] 5(2,.,$58.95 (] BMW 1500, 7002; FER-
RAR! DAYTONA, DINO, M. B thru 280S1; MGB{G‘I’ S]s'lnggl\Y

? Cpe&3-67; TR-G*E VETTE'68 on; XK-E Rdstr & C

a
CAMARO; CAPRI FIREBIID IAG, (ali oxe. XJ§); M-B 300SL,
35051, 45051, z20-250 (66 to 12) SEDS & CPES; MUSTANG (noi
Fatbk 'T1 en): \'OLVIH 7, 144, . .369.95 1 1AG. X1-6; M-
& 300 sedan"ES on.. $1.95 ) Inquue ahnlt cars nof listed.

Description/Size

Tatal Remittance Enclosed §
or charge to:

O American Express
O Master Che: 4 diglts above your name.

Card No.

Street

] BankAmericard

10 day moner back guarantee. Deale: [
inquiries invited. Prices subject to |
change withaut natice.

[ Pleasy send frea color catalog.

Exp. Date

City State Iip

Signature

Vilem B.Haan, Inc.

international motoring accessories

when your air filter becomes clogged with
isetse flies. Visions ol tight-lipped James
Mason-typas crouched over the whesls of
their rust-ridden Land Rovers, pursued by
hordes of spear-hurling Zulus coma through
loud and clear.

‘American insiruction manuals seem to be’
written for a nation of people who can't read
and have the mechanical aptitude of a coral
snaka. Little drawings in the Sesame Street
style spraw! over the few pages of instruc-
tions which come with an $8000Q-car. How
To Tumn On The Radio; How To Turn Off
The Radio, How to Operats The Automatic
Seil-Empiying Ashtrays, How To Adjust The
Air Conditioner—never the slightest hint of
possible trouble. True, an occaslonal line
that says “In case red light goes on, see
your dealer immodiately” may appear, but
that's about as far as it goss. We are basi-
cally an optimistic, hedonistic, slap-happy
{olk who firmly believe that catastrophe Is

-something that happens 1o the other guy.

!n 180" contrast is Japanese manual,
which is unabashedly fatalistic. After all,
centurias of Samural warfare, earthquakes,
hara kiri, and Kung Fu movies have lef their
mark. Page 29: Caution—never gat under
tha car while it is supported only by the jack.
Great Scott! It would never occur to the
Flashmaster people to wasn you that a 6000 -
Ib. toad is kabla to fall right down on fop of
you if you start fiddling around under it while
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it's up on the jack. What the hali would you
ba daoing even thinking of 1) anything going
wrong with your Flashmaster, or 2) gelting
your Dior double-knit messed up crabbing
under a car? But the basic Japanase pessi-
mism must have ils say. Page 6: If an acci-
dent may sirain the seat bell, tha seat bells
should be raplaced with naew ones. Now
thare's something to think about. It would
take one hell of a bash !o sirain the seat
belts so badly that they would hava to be
replaced, and t suspect at that point it might
ba totally acadamic.

But | save the best for last. In my 240Z
manual thera are continually hints of things
that go bump in the night and warnings to
bawara. Page 15: By pulling up the tumbler
switch, all the directional lights flash at the
same lima to warn other cars that some
trouble happaned in your car. | do not brush
this off lightly. It may be that Lionel train: all
over again. : ]
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