* Dr. Sigmund Freud formulated most of his
theories about life and sex and traumatic
shock and hysteria, hangups, perversions
and all the rast of it long before the autome-
bile bacame a central fact of Twentiath
Century Man's lite. And since Freud's theo-
ry holds that much of Man's torture evolves
from the complex issue of Sex, it then must
hold that the automobile which for count-
less millions in our lime has replaced and in
fact to many has become sex, is rasponsi-
ble for many deep contemporary psychic
scars. That sax and the car have become
deeply intertwined is such an ohvious fact
that | feel a little embarrassed to bring it up.

Of course, all the old fears which guys
used to have about females have had o be
transferred 1o the more modern love object,
the car. Especially are thase noticeable in
that select group of car maniacs who habit-
ually buy, for their own reasons, usad cars.
Probably no other single purchase is more
fraught with polential nighimarish grief. I'll
tell you, most of us have trouble remember-
ing the first girl we dated, but there isn‘t'a,
guy who can ever forget the first car he
owned. He will carry the memory of its bad
transmission to the years of his dotage and
beyond.

There was the time, for example, that |
fell in love with a *49 Ford Club Coupe.

The 49 Ford was an exceadingly pretty
little piece, and in fact, the modet is even &
minor collector's item these days and for
good reason; clean uncluttered lines and a
real watershed design that ended the Inflat-
ed Pumpkin schoot and began tha whole
square-cut concapt which we're still in to-
day. But at the tima | wasn't much interest-
ad in theory. It was just a hell of a great
looking little car and | had to have it. it was
clean, and seamed to be in good shape, but
such was my frenzy to own it that | over-
looked a lot of telltale clues which t would
have spotted if my mind had been working. -
Love is always that way.

| worked on it constantly, rebuill the car-

buretor a coupie cf times, ground the
valvas, put in a new set of rings. | did every-.
thing for that bitch but | still couldn't satisfy
her. 1t got more and more demanding. The
kingpins went out; the front wheel bearings
froze and then one night coming home from
a big date, the clutch simply stopped engag-
ing, just like that. | walked two and a half
miles in the rain to get to a phone and didn’t
get the girl home "ti seven o'clock the next
morning, just in time to meet her old man
coming out the front door on his way to
work, and fet me tell you, that was nip and
tuck for a while,

But | still loved that *49 Ford. Maybe even
more since | put so damn much into it. By
than even my friends wara beginning to talk,
like “"Hey, has your differential given out
yet?” “How 'bout your fransmission? Still
got a second gear?” | took to baing turtive
and close-mouthed about the latest trouble.
Thay appeared regularly, at abott 10-day in-
tervals. | could almost predict when the next
hassle would start.

There was one thing that really bothered
me, though, and that was the paint. It was a
kind of pretty metallic blua but if there's any-
thing more treacherous than metallic paint
I'd like to know what the hell i} is. No matter
what | did, the hood had a kind of dul!, crys-
talized flatness; the door on the driver’s side
shinad up great, but the door on the other
sida had turned a kind of watery grapa Kool
Aid color. No matter how much Simoniz |
used, it just kept getting worse and worse.

Then one day 1 read this ad:

. new baked-on {inish guarantged 1o add

°

ATTENTION CAR OWNERS
In just four hours we
guaranteeto convert your duli,
lifeless car into a gleaming,
like-new beauty. Thousands
of colors to choose from, atan
UNBELIEVABLE $39.95

b

ATTENTION CAR OWNERS. How would
you like a gleaming, original color baked-on
paint job that makes your car look like new
and will add thousands fo its resale value, In
just four hours we guarantee to convart your
dull, lifeless car into a gleaming, like-new
beauty. Thousands of colors to choose
from, at an UNBELIEVABLE $39.95! (The
$39.95 was in giant blood-red type.)

Yos, for just $38.35, hardly more than the
price of a good wax fob, you can have a
baautiful baked-on finish that will add years
te the lite of your car. Phone for an appoint-
ment now, or coma down (0 see us. Kwik-O
Paint and Body Relinishers.

| sat back and thought about how great
the Ford would look with a magnificent
gleaming baked-on sparkling new paint job,
Now at that time $39.95 was a lot of money
for me to sheil out for something as basical-

ly frivolous as a paint job. Let's face it: Paint
is only cosmetics. It's like shooting your wad
on a false moustache or a $40 lie. | didn't
take tha bait right away. | thought about it
for & couple of days, but it was a foregone
conclusion. | pretended that | was debating
back and forth, but { knew that | was going
to pop in the end because every fime | got
in the Ford | kept seeing her in a beautiful

years to the life of the car. So | went down
to the bank where my balance stood at $48
and drew out the $39.95 and drove down to
the address given in the ad. It was a big,
barn-like place with KWIK-O PAINT JOBS
$39.95 splashed in red over the front dis-
play window. | pulled the Ford up and the
fact that there seemed to ba a hell of a lot
of other cars parked around with bad-ook-
ing paint jobs did not escape me. | was not
alone. | walked in. A guy smoking & cigar
squatted at a desk in the seedy little office. |
told him | wanted a paint job.

"Okay, son, siddown. What kind of car
yeu got?” He puffad away at his soggy
White Owl as he pushed paper coffee cups
around on his desk, hunting for a pencil.

“A '49 Ford. Club Coupe.”

""Ah yes indeed,” he mumbled. A '49
Ford, ah yes indeed." He wrote something
on a form. “That's a two-door model, right?"

“Ah, yes,” 1 answerad. “A Club Coupe.”

“What color do you want it, son?”* He
never looked up as he scribbled away.

“Ah, | want an original *48 Ford color.”

‘Wa got red, white, and a nice light blus.
Now what color you want?"

“Uh . . . your ad said ‘original colors.' " .

“Ah yes indeed,” he mumbled. “Originat
color, let's saa. You say that was a *49
Ford?” He slid open the bottom drawer of
the gray metal desk and dragged out a giant
clothbound notebook,

“Ah, yes, a '49 Ford, Two-door. I3 that &
Six or an Eight?"

“An Eight.”

“Ah, well, they had . . . let's see, a Flor-
enting Blue, Mist Grey, Marocn, and Desert
Cactus Green. . .andah. , ."”

"Hey that sounds good.” For soma ob-
scure reasan | always wanted a green car.

“Ah yes, you want Dasert Cactus Green."”
He ran a finger down the page of the cala-
log and began to scribble again on his form.
“Ah yes, that's paint number 1479 dash
Coe. Loave your car out front. You can pick
it up tomormow at noon."

| forked over tha $39.95 and walked out.
There's something exciting about getting a
new paint job. It's almost fike getting a new
car. Somehow you get the faaling that all
your iroubles will be over once you get the
damn thing painted. | went home that night
on tha bus. My kid brother asked me where
the car was. “I'm getting it painted.”

“Paintedt"

It isn’t every day you get a new paint job.
He was surprisad.

“Yep. Getting her painted.”

"What color?"
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Specnals

Orlving Gloves [] Slesring Wheat [m] .

Finest quatlity English made y strong, shaped lo
longwear leather, lor “sure your hmu wheei. Choice ol
grip’’ stesring control. sawn black, Connolly hide
"Weloro'' touch and close or mahognny Imporied cara enly &
tastener. Specily Size $9.85  Hub kit inciuded L]

Biadium Lamps 7]

High Spead Quartz Halogen
Oriving & Fog Lamps, wilh
cover included. Univeranl clamp
bracket lor easy [itting. Only
$23.95 oach

Speedmaster Mirrora L] Whesl Covers []
insiantty adjustable wilhout All metal, chrome plated, race A paitect gilt ilam! Genuine
removal from vehicle style mifror. This theft proof leather Iult wrap around lace
Imported cars $26.00 aa. mirror is vibration tree at any on stearing wheal cover.
Amarican cars $33.00 en. speed. Mirror of ground erystal. Keeps hands wermer in winter
Two for ona special, Matching —cooler in summar,
pair $8.9% brown: 13" or 14" $6.95

Spax Shock Aburun a

Tachometer ) Eleciric Fan K [

Top qualily.4 cylinder tach for Aveid over heating and 10ss
dash, column, or consul ol power by Instailing the
mounting. Crackie Black Finish,  thermostatically controitad
adjustable red line. Transistor-  Wood Jelrrers electric lln Inl
ized unit with fully jewelled Complete KiL onty .58
meler movemenl. 3" face 4™

high 2%* deep Spectal $19.95

Lighted Plaques []
U.5.A., Greal Britain, France,
Germany and llaly,

P.V.C. case that iiluminaies
with your car lighta. Can be
sellatuck, or grill mounled with
brackets included. 4™ x 3% —
New Producl Special 11.93

Cosmic Whesls Paco Exhaust [ FREE

Tough ruatproof wheels surpass * Instant increase in horsepower

:nostt :lcgro:a }a;la. Vo;tilaled and mileage. Sporty scund In Leather Key fob

of (ass brake (ade — Super- legal limits. Lifetime guaraniee,

tight lo reduce unsprung Pinto, Sprite, Spitfire 1 & 2, with your car emblem
waight, Reglslerad Design, Cricket, Sapb, siges dent with every order
5" x 12* and smaller $36.95 ea. Datsun'§10, 1000, Corona, of $10.00 and over
5%"x 13 $41.95 ea. Covolla, MGB & GT Cepn .

e x 1y $44.95 sa.  Minl, TR4 . $38.95

all 14* $47.95 oa.  Fiat 124, Volvd, YW 12, 13, .

all 15 $52.95 oa. 1500 — Full Systems ~ $44.95  All items fully guaranteed

Please send the items
checked above to:

Also send me copylies) of the SCU
Accessories catalogue @ $1.00 each

Name Total of ites desired $
Mich. Res. add 4% tax $—

Find enclosed certified cheque or money

Cit order in the amount of $
Y
or charge to:

(] Bank America [ Masler Charge

Address

State Zip

Accl. #
I drive n Year Bank Code # Explry Date
Mail Order Form to:

acces\s@rles

LLS.A, Canada

35083 Schoolcrall Road 142 Pears Avenue

Livonia, Michigan 48150 Torento 5, Ontario, Canada
(313) 522 2800 Telex 230 157 {416) 964 3301 Telex 06 219792 3
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JEAN SHEFHRERL ([CONTINUED)

“You just wait and see. You're really go-
ing to be surprised.” 1 figured that Desert
Cactus Green just had to look good on a '49
Ford Club Coupe.

The next morning | could hardly wait to
get down to old Kwik-O and pick up the
Ford. Al exactly 12 noon | popped into the
office whera the same guy still crouched be-
hind the desk. *'I'm back.” He didn't aven
remember ma. Apparently hundreds of cars
went through Kwik-O every day-and each
customer must have had exactly the same
look on his face.

“Gimme your tickel,'" he sald, and ha
stamped it. "Go out and sae Andy. Out in
back, through the side door. Show ‘em this.”

| went out the side door. Andy was in a
litthe glass cashier's boath. | gave him my
ticket. “That'll bo $22.75," he said after go-
ing through tha file. “What do you mean? |
already paid!”

"Says here you wanted a specia! paint
job. . . Desert Cactus Green, is that right?”

“Yaah,” | mumbled, feeling the silent’

jaws of the Great Con closing on my throat.
“Wall, that's a special job. It's $22.75 ex-
fra.” The way he said it made me know that

1 # was no use o fight. 1 had been had. | went

out to the phone and called my brother.

“f gotta have $22.75.”

“What for?" he asked.

" Just get it and come down. Borrow it
from Schwartz or somathing. | gotta have it
right away.”

Half an hour later he showed up, looking
mad. | handed the $22.75 to Andy. He hol-
ferad into an intercom.

“You can bring out number 438, it's lhat
Ford in tha back oL’ Wae stood around for a
couple of minutes. Then around the comer
of the garage came a car. For a couple of
seconds | thought they had brought some-
body else's by mistake. A kid hopped out
and tossed me the keys. It sure as hell was
my key ring. | just stood there tooking at it.
And then my brothar Randy said it for both

of us. “That's the first pickle-colored car | .
avar saw. It looks just like a picklel' Ha-

caught it just exactly right. My beautiful ‘49
Ford had been turned into a dill pickle on
whoels. It was the worst looking paint job |
ever saw on a car. Ever.

1t was not only dill pickle-colored but it
was the shiniest, hardest-gleaming dill pick-
la I'd ever seen. You could see that damn
paint in the dark four blocks away, it was
that aggressive. Wa got in, and began to

_cough. Instantly. The smell of turpentine

and Dill Pickie Painl was overpowaering. |
couldn’t open the trunk for two weeks be-
cause the paint had glued it shut. Old Kwik-
O had also sprayed a fine mist of green
paint over the windshield, which didn't do
much for visibility. They also got the rear
window for good measura. Not only that,
pertfect strangers iaughed openly when |
drove pasl. Ever since than | have disiiked
di¥l pickles, and green in any form makes
me sneeze. | wonder what Dr. Freud would
make of this case. .
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