AN SHEPHERD

NO STOPS EXCEPT FOR EMERGENCY
Philadelphia {UPY)—Residenis of a Fhiladel-
phia suburb complained yesterday of an in-
cident involving a helicopter. Witnasses
charged that suddenly a helicopter landed
without authorization in the back yard of a
Main Line estate. The pilo! leaped from the
craft and dashed into a clump of nearby
bushes. Several moments later he re-ap-
peared, took off rapidly and disappeared in
a Southwesterly direction. Local police ex-
prassed complete mystification.

Well, the police may be mystified, but I'm
not. As | read this little poignant newsnote
| buried, as most significant items usually are,
- deep amid Magic Truss ads and Public No-
tices proclaiming the lack of responsibility
for debts incurred, my overheated mind in-
stantly conjured up the desperate scene as
the helicopter pilot, in the cluteh of over-
powering forces, knew wha! he had to do.
And did it. In a costly private hedge.

The power of suggestion is great. On the
way back from the men's rcom { continued
to mull ever this human drama. | got to
thinking about what happened in the hedg-
os and how modern life has made this situa-
tion a more-than-passing pressing problem,
il you'i excuse the allusion. Later, when |
saw my friend Ockie inhaling an orangse
drink over the counter at Nedick’s, | asked
him how he handled it.

“Funny you should ask, buddy."' He
clanked his glass down on the counter and
nodded for a refill. Y’ got no idea what kind

of trouble y* can get into when yer pushin' a .

hack for ten hours straight and ¥’ been drin-

kin' beer tha night before. Lemme tell you, $

used to know some real nervous times.”
“What do you mean, used to?"” | asked.
“Well, buddy," he shot back, his voice ten

decibels higher so that the surrounding au-.

dience would be sure to hear, if not appreci-
ate, his wisdom. "There has never been a
greater invention than the fruit jar. Carry
ming under the seat, and let me tell you, it
has made life a hell of a 1ot easier.” )

“Yeah, | can seo that.”

*To be truthful, ! don’t actually use a fruit
jar. t got one a them Heinz kosher pickle
jars, the one-quart size.”

The shorler of two account exaculivas
.standing beside us paid his bill hurriedly and
dashed out onto Seventh Avenue with a
frantic look on his face. Nedick's does not
have public facilities and; as I've said, the
power of suggestion is strong. i .

Betwaen Ockie and the bush pilot | got to

thinking. | now hereby pen an open letter to -

the ¢lear-eyad, visionary men responsibla
for the design of today’s automobile:
“Dear Car Designer:

- I'don’t want you to think that | am trying to
tell you how to run your business, but it
saams to me that you have overlooked
something. I realize that selling cars can be
quite a problem sinca it isn't easy to gel
most guys to shake loose four. or five thou-
sand clams without gilding the lily, so to
speak. | understand that most buvers get
more worked up aver a fancy stereo or rac-
ing stripes or a decal that says “Boss” than
they ever do over such things as decent
brakes. | understand this and sympathize
with your problem. Also, in these A.N. days
{After Nader) things have even gotten
toughar, what with one crowd hollering
about such things as braking velocity and
noxious gas emissions and the other crowd
wanting rmore deeals and higger sound sys-

e
In the new Whoopeemobile,
color-coordinated
Comfort Facilities
designed by Peter Max
will add a new
dimension to your
driving luxury

®

tems and fatter 4-barrel carbs. Il can't be
‘easy. But the reason I'm writing is because
of a new difficulty for drivers which has
come into being because of the increass in
Turnpike driving. _ '

“t don't know how 1o put this into words
without offending, but | hope you can under-
stand that | am not trying to be facetious,
nor am | cracking bad jokes, elcetera. While
driving on the Massachussetts Turnpike re-
cently | had a rather unpleasant ocecurrence.

It was fate at night and we had been driving’

for some time. The stereo was working fina,
as was everything else, when we passed a
sign that read ‘Food, Lodging, Tslephone,
Rest Rooms—38 Miles.' It was green and
white and was, | thought, a rather ploasam,
well-designed sign. Well sir, no soonar had
we passed this sign when somaone an-
nounced that she was glad we were ap-
proaching a “rest stop” and would | please
accelerate so that we would get there soon-
er. | did, and shorily thereafter | pointed o

the advantages of the modern car {0 my
passengers, since we could easily exceed
100 milas per hour in emergencies, which

. this had bacome.

“The 38 miles fairly flow by as my stricken
passenger became more amdous moment
by moment. She was joined by another pas-
sanger who had also discoverad that Na-
ture does not wait. -

“Well, you can imagine our constemation
when the Howard Jofinson’s finally ap-
peared . . . and was dark, It had been
closed for rapairs and, | can tell you, there
was some excilement in the back seat
when we discovered the extent of the dilam-
ma. Ancther sign in the same tasteful green
and white announced ‘Next Fuel and Rest
Stop—5B Miles." Well, sir, you can imagine
tha commotion that took place!

*|, as the driver, attampted to scothe the .

victims {who had been now joined by a
third) by talling them stories and playing
games such as ‘Animal-Vegelablo-Mineral’

“in order to keep their minds ofi their prob-

lam. ! have found that this sometimes helps,

*A sign which read "No Stops Except for
Emergency” finally did it. At their hysterical
urging | pulted into this Emergency Stop,
barely in the nick of time. Two of them made
it down the embankment into the bushes,
but the third, in the excitement, didn't quite
make it and it was embarrassing for all.

“Woall, we wara no sooner stopped when
a police car with a revolving blue light pulted
in behind us and the trooper refused to be-
lieve my explanations and wrote out a licket
for committing a ‘public nuisance."

“So, my suggestion to you is that thare
has been added to tha modern automobile
an almost infinite number of accessories,
se-called, but the designers have failed to
keep up with what has becoms, in modern
driving, a true necessity. Hence, | suggest
for the cheaper model of automobile a sim-
ple refief tuba such as has been available in
aircralt {or many years. In the luxury vehi-
cles a well-appointed, tastefully-decorated
Rest Room could be easily incorporated in
lieu of tha vast areas of hood space which
have become largaly superfluous. it would
make a very atlractive selfing point as well.
The advertisements are easily visualized:

At lastf Completa living comfort for Jong-
distance driving in the new luxury Whoopee-
mobllel Color-coordinated and designed by
Pater Max, the Comfort Facilitics add a new
dimension lo your driving luxury. A break-
through in functional designf

“You can see the possibilifies here and |
do not wish to belabor the point. | am also
willing o give you this idea free of charge,
with no strings aitachad, so you can feel
free to use I, | am confident that the public,
which has been aware of this problem for
some time, will be enthusiastic.”

~ f repd my letter over twice and felt that |

had covered the ground adequately. So for
s of us who have fall that moment of terror
in the dark, | signed it, sealed it and mailed it
off. Now let's wait and see what bappens, »

CAR and DRIVER




