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.·,RADIO CHALLENGE 
WOR Bids for Nigl1tti1ne Audience 

Witl1 Gallery of Tall{ Sho,vs 

By ALBERT ASHFORTH 

W
OR, the New York 

. · radio station whose 
programing philoso
phy rests securely 

on the assumption that 10,· 
000 words are worth one pic
ture, recently launched a 
campaign that may be un
precedented in the annals of 
broadcasting- it is entering 
into competition with night· 
time television. · 

The station, which not long 
ago celebrated its •l2d birth
day, has for some time been 
-in the small company or 
broadcasters who feel the 1m
man voice can be employed 
for nobler purpos~s than time 
checks and weather watches. 
Its evening lineup now con
sists exclusively of a diversi
fied combination of ''talk" 
programs which, the station's 
management feels, offer the 
most effective way of provid
Ing the quality which televi
sion fare most consistently 
lacks-spontaneity. 

In these days of formula 
shows, carefully edited tapes 
and canned laughter, unpre· 
dictability and spontaneity 
are often the elements which 
'audiences most miss. No one, 
for example, needs a crystal 
ball to know that Perry Ma
-son is going to save his cli4 

entts cause at the eleventh 
hour or that The Fugitive 
will ultimately outwit his pur
suers in order to be able to 
run another day. 

Entertainment 
"We've been building up to 

the effort for about a year," 
vice president and station 

manager Robert S. Smith. 
said recently. "Radio has too 
long been ln the background 
at night. Entertainment is our 
first consideration, but at the 
same time we try to insure 
that our programs are Jntel-
1igent and informative. In this 
respeet, we feel we're operat .. 
lng In an area from which 
other broadcasters have de
fected!' 

Barry Farber, who leads off 
.the station's nighttime sched
ule, once demonstrated his 

· considerable linguistic ability 
. by Interviewing 22 policemen 

in as m_any Janguages. Out of 
consideration for his audience, 

. however, he normally con .. 
ducts hts frequently contro
versial int0rview show in the 
English to~gue. 

He attributes part of his 
, show's success to the in-

crca!'led freedom enjoyed by 
broadcasters today as com
pared with only four or five 
years ago. "'When I began in
terviewing," he explains, "it 
was assumed that there were 
certr..in subjects which could 
not be mentioned on the air. 
Today I make a point of not 
asking obvious questions in 
favm· of trying to break new 
ground. Controversial pro .. 
grams are often the most 
stimulating, but I don't seek 
controvet·sy for its own sake." 

Vincent Tracy, a newcomer 
to WOR, conducts a discus
sion program of a type which 
the station feels has never be
fore been attempted on radio. 
Mr. Tmcy attempts to thrO\v 
light on personal and emo
tional problems which, when 
discussed informally and in 
the language of laymen, cim 
be reassuring and illuminat
ing. 

Some llclp Needed 

The program, as he de .. 
scribes it, is premised on the 
belief that then .1re .,people 
who need help and people who 
want to give it. A recent 
guest, for example, Sam Lev .. 
enson," Mr. Tracy said, "sim
ply recalled the manner in 
\Vhich the traditions and phi
losophy which he learned as 
a child sc>rved as a guide to 
him thi'Oughout his later life. 
It was a serious, even lnsptr .. 
ing discussion, but conducted 
in an offhand and humorous 
manner." 

Although his monologues 
often presuppose an intimate 

Frledlnan-Abeles 

JI~AN SHEPIIERD-
11\Vho says WOR isn't on 
the side of education?" 

usuE STOOPS TO CONQUER.,-Hilary Liddell 
and ~larjorie Rhodes in B.B.C. version of the Oliver 
Goldsmith comedy. \Vednesday at 9 on Channel 9. 

acquaintance with Flexible 
ll'lyers, the Chicago Cubs and 
other arcane aspects of Amer
ican life, Jean Shepherd in his 
10 years witll the station has 
acquired a large and faithful 
following. His deceptively 
spontaneous and formless 
reminiscences are actually the 
work of a serious performer 
who understands the re
sources of radio as an enter
tainment medium. 

Mr. Shepherd, who formerly 
held down the 11:15 to mid
night segment but now signs 
on an hour earlier, explains 
the change as resulting from 
the fact that so many of his 
listeners are to be found on 
college campuses. "The sta
tion was receiving so many 
complaints from college au
thorities that students were 
haVing difficulty aniving for 
early morning classes, the 
station decided to move me 
up an hour. Who says WOR 
isn't on the side of educa
tion? Students who have 
overcut English 2 will have 
to find a new excuse." 

Late Film Competition 
Competition for the tate 

show, the late late show, etc., 
is provided by Tex McCrary 
and Long John Nebel. A vet
eran radio-TV performer who 
estimates he has interviewed 
some 25,000 people during his 
career, Mr. McC1·ary attrib· 
utes his success to the fa.ct 
that "what interests me inter· 
ests other ~ople.'' 

As a rule, Mr. McCrary pre
fers to shun controversy. 44MY 
philosophy fs like that of the 
late Tex. Rickard/' he ex
plains. "I would rather pro
mote fights than get in the 
ring.11 

One notable exception was 
a recent intervle\v with Rob
ert .Moses. Mr. McCrary be
gan the show by reading off 
11- list of what he felt were 
the 10 biggest mistakes made 
by .Mr. Moses over the course 
of his career. For once Mr. 
McCrary found himself on the 
wrong side of the ropes. 

Long John Nebel 

Seven nights a week, begin
ning at midnight itnd contin· 
uing unUl the listener falls 
asleep, Long John Nebel con
ducts a panel show which for 
the range and variety of 
guests and subjects discussed 
probably has no rival on the 
air. WOR's 50,000 watts go 
out to a wide area. during the 
early morning, arid the recent 
announcement that Long John 
will take his iron-clad vocal 
chords to WNBC this sum
mer has insomniacs in 27 
states wondering how the 36 
hours of air time left open by 
his departure will be filled. 

But the question is one the 
station would prefer not to 
answer at the moment. "We 
will say this much, though," a. 
spokesman said recently, e~the. 
time will definitely be fUled 
by talk." 


