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Recordings MakeFilching
Gags As Smooth As Wax

NEW YORK (UPD — In davsjut hard tn he
of old. comedians had to swipe]limon 1n sering
materal by miting in annther|shattersd and
eomee’s audience with panctl andiaway al ;h\-
paper ready to joi down th!‘l
Jokes.

Today, 1's much easier. They
Just buy record albums,

Such performeare as Mort Sahl
Prter Ustinov, Mike Nichols and
Elaine Mav, Jrwin Corey and,
Shelly Berman have mada some!
choics bits available on long-play
oo

The lafast to jorn the trend 1
Jean Shepherd. a Chicagoan in
his midM's with & knack f{or
mpotting mankind's fobles and
expressing them in wildly amus.
ing. perceptive monologues

Na sooner did Shepherd deliver
a routine about real Jive old-tme
Chicagn White Sox ball players
on “The Sreve Allsn Show™ than
be ooas whisked off In & recarding
studier tn fommit that monnlogue
and manv others, te vyl far
Elektra Reearde

When he'e pot & guest an TV
ahows, Shepherd fills about five|
hours #ach weekend on a New
York radio staton, WOR, with|
hie remembrances of things past,|
manologues  agamnst  presentay
“creeping  meathallsm.”  and
anecdotal ad [ibs about the way
“thirgs really are” He als
invites hie muchence to write in-e
# ever —for such things as a
glossary of favonite Gl exprs:
sions. |

Hie record album containy »
vary amall xampling of b far |
ranging approaches to world al-!
fars, Lterature, politics ansd
South Side Chicago. He aven ribs!
soma of the conmcs who #re con
wdered controve

“The g thing today,” smp,
berd says, “is to be noncontro-!
versally controversial.  You d
this by standing aside from ev.,
ervihing and making everything
wour target. To be genuinely con
treeersinl, you must take a
stand somewhars and flail away|
mt the things you ars agamnst
Soma ol thess comeduans get rep-
utations #s controversial just hy|
sevang words (ke ‘Mee' and ‘golf ‘|
They don't have foliowers. They
have acolvies.”

Ironically, Shepherd has found|
that it can be easer to do hw
comedy on a religous program|
than on & comedy show |

“Steve Allen wouldn't let me
do a thing shout a plastic mot
&5 knes with built-in recorde
insprrational messages. It'e
mothers who are too busy to
zpend time with their kids Thel
plastic knee enables the kid ol
arow up. slongeide miother's knae|

1 the same
T tinally did the monalogue on
a relgous TV ghow. And on
Mother's Dav, tao. You see’
Shepherd  explamned, “our new
con v the desirs ta he approved |
P il T be inl
must vk ofiending anmenne, Inz |
ing mpprocal. Camediany whn
warship that 1ean of approval find

humarmie, e !




