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by Bill Manville

“Thanks for giving me that, ticket to the ‘Oble” awards last week,”
Lou sabd whoen I ran infe him at the White Horse. “Too bad ¥ou

ecouldn®t make it wourseld., They held it at The Gate.

You know

the place? It like & big cellar, a kind of subway station witheut

gum mschines

“Whon 1 get there, 3 waltress comes over and gives me o litlle

lollipop waler In a paper cap, and
gomething on a Rilz cracker I had
seen before. "Whal's thisT I agk

her after I taste if, ‘pemmmdzan®'
Also I ask her: "And wihei's in the
punch? “Vedka' she says, but I
don'l see hF wink, =5 I gudss
shi was just lying. It didn't mat-
ter to me, because I Agured ahead
and came helding. I had a pint
Puerte Rlco rum on the hip.

wE&a the nexi thing happened s
they walted untili It gzoi hot
enough from all the people who
crowded im there, and then they
started. A guy got up and sald
that the people on the plakferm
werp the judges, and he admiited
that thay wore all the best peopbe
in the world at whalever L +was
they did. Waen't i & weondeniul
colncidence for the Ewvent that all
ithess champlons should turn up as
judges? I thought so toa.

Singere Applaass

“ext they said: "Now somoons
desan't know we are poing io call
on him will stand wp and tell you
why we hold these awards every
year,' Bo the guy got up, and he
was surprised all right — he
couldn’t think of a single reason.
So they Alled In by making the
misrophone swhine and we all ap-
plauded, no one more sincersly
than me,

“They hkad other entertainers,
too, a folk=-singer, a couple of
guitar-plavers. thelr names sound-

od like Lum and Abner, and Jean
Shepherd said he was Agoinst
Moses and For Shakespeare.

“Mexi a professional comedian
got wp and fold & {unny slory
shout the atem bomb (proving
that it can be dome), and all the
peaple lsughed, 'Go ahead and
laugh' he said, “Yor lamorrow we
die! Ther all laughed agaln and
he said: "Remember when that
wii & joke? Yeah, he aas like &
gk Lenny Bruce.

Unhappy Feeple

“Kim Staniey was the MC. She
made Lthat movie "The Goddess.'
Remember Lthat oibeT They dhoild
of called it “The Masiurbalce's
Revenge.” It was all sbout how
thiess g, blonde, Seantiful movie
starg Lhat every Fuy In America
It hoi for, and -who-live In mil-
lien-dellar easiles with swimming
pocis in the bedroom, are Very
Unhappy Poople. In facl. thay
are Ingscure "and Meurotie, Ot
war a big hit, thal movie, [ re-
member, avith the Frustation-and
Acne Sekb.

EAnyway, she gave away the
awarde. The main thing yeu gol
o remember atb thess Ehings ia
that aclors aren't really human,
If youi Femmsermber that, (things don't
bug you so much. Bul one mod-
est guy was my laverite. T accepl
this award,' he says, “only In the
pame of the wonderful feam I
hatd Bebind me. Without their
belp I coulkdn't of won. 1 mean
my director, the seript girl, Tony
the barber, Al the walter at the
Stage Delicatessen, the men's
room altendanl, Casey Stengel,
my mathkoer, the Sonitatione Dee=
partment who kept the theatre
clean, and-the Good Humor Man
who sold me so many popsicies
during the long, hot, grueling
weenlee of rehearsal. I hope I can
live uwp to the falth ther have
shown in me." Ii was a very emo-
tional moment, and thers wasnt
a wel eye in the house.

Up st tho Houwss

“But anywny, all these people

al least know thai they awon this

award too, and any Eime they
wani fo show [t off fo their
friends, all they got to do b drag
them up fo this aclor's house”
“What happened nexi?™ I asled
Laoaa,

“Hexl the rum was finlshed, so

I went home,'” he salkd,



