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Village Likely to
Lose Its J. IL. S.
Gain Playground

The #City  Planning Commission
meb -at ity Hall last Wednesday,
the first day. of May, and quietly
adopted the site between lith and
25th .Bireets and Seventh and
Ninth, Avenues for.the Jocation of
Junjor “High School 70, the pro-
posed replacement for J. H. 8. 3.
‘This action signalized a ninjor de-
feat for o large segment of the
Village comumunity, which at pub-
El.la hearings on April 10 had re-
quested the commisslon to place
the school.on Seventh Avenue be-

.7 twgeny12th jand 13th Streets,
i The arguments of the Board of
Education, which originally pro-
posed the adopted site, undoubtedly
loomed large In the commission's
decision. The .commission's site-
chojce now goes -to the Board
of Estimate for final actlon.
Gain Playground

On the plus side for Village for-
ces, the commisgion voted L au-
thorize the Borough President to
acquire . title: to'» & playgroumd
bounded by Thompson, Spring, and
Sullivan streéts= and to approve
a  map-change .in.the City Plan
whish would show this playground,
‘Thus- the-Thompson Street play-
ground, for which the Village has
long battled, was pushed along to-
ward realization. Consiruclion now
walts on the Board of Estimate's
notion on the commussion's recom-
mendations,

The following Villagers spoke be-
fore the City Planning Commis-
Sion to expedite nection on the play-
ground: Anthony Dapolito, chair-
man of the Village Plonning
Board's Parks ond Playgrounds
Committee; Elsa Steinert, Secretary
of the Washington Square Assocla=-
tion; Philip Lombarde, head of
the Greenwich Village Assoclation;
Charles Pagella, of the Lower West
Bide Civie League; Jeseph Lating,

president -of the Village Business- |

men's Assoclation; and John Law-

vence, Counell for the Improvement |

of Viliage Internal Conditions,
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Jean Shepherd’s Rallv:

The Art of

Or Go Fly a Kite

by Alan Bodian

Dawn broke innocently over
Saturday. It was a gray, quiet day

hundred young people, mostly

yelling to one another cryptic
slogans like “Excelsior! .
They're only engineers! . . . Let's
mill"

Tension filled the circle by 2
o'elock. It was now very clammy,
and rain secmed imminent. Some
of the mere adventurous raced
through the rostive crowd with
small kites about 3 by 5 inches in
size, but nature refused to co-
operate and the kites hung limp.

“EXCELS1UOR: =XCELSIOR!
The chant gained momentum.

A redl-faced youngman mounted
the fountain in the center of the
circle and raised his honds for
attention. He managed to gain a
small cluster, but most stayed on
the outer edges of the civele

“Get down from therel” “We're
not supposed to tall!™ “Let’s mill!"
“Lynch that guy!” "W do you
expect from engineers? “Excel-
siort"

Finally Jean Shepherd, In sports
coat and open collar, appearcd
and mounted the ledge, and the
throng, at least a thousand strong,
closed In on him. Shegherd raised
his hands and exhoried his fol-
lowers to calm down. It goon be-
came apparent that Shepherd has
two kinds of admirvers: the “‘Let’s-
mill-quietly™ clan and the “Let's-
mill-at-any-price” clan. As in &
medieval passion play, the satanic
“Let's-mill-at-any-price” faction
galned the upper hand in this Arst
aet. The pacificist clan, mostly In
crepe-bottomed ghoes, played the
game according to the rules. This
clash of the clans scon reached a
cacaphonous ecrescendo, compar-
ing favorably with European stu-
dent Tiots.

A police radio car came screams
ing into the Square and a police
sergeant approached Shepherd.
The mob moved in, and now there
were at least 2000 people, many
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TV PRO. The young man from
Waverly Place whose erudition
almost {or nearly almosl) re=

versed the trend toward comic
books among (he younger set,
turned “pro™ on TV last Sunday.
Charles Van Doren very ably
hendled his first assignment as
a staff member of NBC. He acted
as commentator on “Call fo
Freedom,” which featured a Alm
on Austrla’s struggle for inde-
pendence,

BAZAAR. A collection of ceramic

pieces, made by students of
Greenwich House Pottery, 16
Jones Street, will go on sale to-
morrow (Thursday) at 6 p. m.,
and continue through Friday and
Saturday between the hours of
1 and 8. All the pottery is hand-
made and priced very low. The
proceeds will go loward the
school’s budget.

WILLAGERS. Ex - newspaperwo-
man BSusan McMahon, Morton
Streel, has just taken over the
public-relations desk at the
New York Historical Soclety. A
Hunter graduate, Miss McMahon
worked on the Albany Times-
Union Dr. Curt Sachs,
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NYU musicologist and one-time
refugee from the Hitler regime,
has been appointed professor-
emoritus  in Germany by the
West German government . . .
Two Villagers, senior Gesrge F.
.Hollander, East 11th Street, and
freshman Roderick W. Nash,
Fast 10th Streel, were among
those just reported on the Har-
vard College Dean's List . . .
Greenwich House Head Max-
well Powers has been appointed
to membership on the National
Panel of Arbitrators by the
Americon  Arbitration Associa-
tion. Mr. Fowers was also made
a member by Governor Harri-
man of the board of commis-
sionersTof the New York Com-
mission for the Blind.

MENACE OF BODOKS. A Green-
wich Village couple, Mr. and
Mrs. Norman Hennefeld, of 5
Cornelia Street, were ovicted
from their apartment last Mon-
day because their landlord, back-
ed up by the Department of
Buildings and the Municipal
Court, considered their 1000-
book library a sefety hazard.
“Too heavy™ the aulhoriiies
agreed.

The Art of Milling
Or Go Fly a Kite

Continued from page 1

the southern end of the Square,
and for a feeting moment, shielded
by buses making their tun ror
the uplown run, Shepherd was
-ale to speak to the policema.
But the crowd was nol 1o be de-
nied, and soon Shepherd and the
Sergeant were swrounded again.
Shepherda ralsed his arms for sil-
ence, and for a brief period the
“Lets-mlll-quietly”. clan  pre-
valled.
‘Let's Start’’

“Now I told you that all we
were going to do was gather here
in Washington Sguare, mill around
a litile bit, and Ay our kites. Now
let's start to mill™

The sergeant, seizing this mo-
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ment of silence, shouted coarsely:
“All vight, break it up!”

Hp was greeted by a roar of
boos.

“1f Shep says to mill, I think
it's only Iair to do whai he says,”
a boy aboul 15 yelled earnestly.

“Cremate that kid!™ a tall boy
shouted.

“Let's sirip the police curl” an-
wther shouted,

*“Let's sirip the sergeani:™

A Thalanx

Shepherd started to walk rap-
idly scross the cirele and turned
wesi on Washington Square North.
A phalanx ol the faithful fol-
lowed. Al the corner of Mac-
Dougal Strect, Shepherd stopped
next lo a Haming red Isetta, snd
in a farewell address told his
disciples that he had promised the
polive to disband the meeting.

“NO! NO!" the [aithful shouted.
Shepherd opened the

. |parture for Quebec and then lurning
- |up in the nation's capital, it’s pardonable

-{loss. 1 don’t remember when I saw more beautiful green

|only 15.000). As you may know, D. C. cabs don't have meters
- and you take the driver's word for how many “zones" you've

er| by reminding me of Victor Borge's crack that "everytime you

plastic ;

front of the Isetta and pleaded

for sanity. He and an unidentified |

A few of his:
muscular followers straddled the |
slaried
to life it. Shepherd and his uninvited :

lady—n total stranger to him, Shep-
herd later told The Voice—disap-
peared under the plastie bubble,

“Let's Lft the car!™
plastie-turreted car and

hitchhiker sat rigid and_pale. The
police car was seen coming down

disappeared southward down Mac-
Dougel Street the faithlul began

“The art of milling is dead,”
said one, and sadly put his kite

JACK COHEN, Manager
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Finally Shepherd’
started the motor and squirmed,
through the crowd._As the Tsetla

: the band

village
square

Washington, D. C.. April 280 |
Afler announcing my impending de-

for you to think my sense of direction
is suspect. Truth of the matter is that
the north-bound flight was canceled and
I didn't feel like going home and unpacking my briefcase,
Mot having been educated at an American high school or
enllege, I've never been on a trip here before, which is my

by JCHN WILCOCK

grass, trees, and illuminated fountains. Or less people. Plenty
of ecabs though., a disproportignate number—I13.000—seem.
ingly ageinst the cily's one million population. (N. Y. hag

negoliated. A more annoying trait is the way many of the
cabbies leave their rooflights on, even when booked. (There-

find an empty cab there's somebody in it.")
More on transport. The streetcars and buses, surprisingly
labeled “affiliate of Trans-Caribbean Airways”™ charge a

standard 20-cent fare but allow
&- w8 transfers to and from any route
e
Wil Akl

in the same gemeral direction.
At the front of the streetcars are
two doors — one for entering,
one for exit. Saves no end of
pushing and shoving.

visited one of the two-
score “off-B'way"-stvle theatres
lo see Saroyan's “My Heart’s in
the Highlands,” performed by an
enterprising part-time group
called Theatre Lobby. Previous-
ly this season they've been
represented by "Exiles," “Three
Sisters,” and “Ring Around the
Moon,” and have proved them-
selves the most successful (though not financially) of the
I, C. groups. I was as delighted by the theatre itself as by
their performance. An attractive three-story building, 'for
which they pay $200 rent a month, it is located at the end of
a pictluresque mews where studio apartments, with garages,
are going a-begging at S60 a month. But at Theatre Lobby's
cast parly after the show, a pari-time actor was bemoaning
his lot. He was “trapped,” he averred, in a well-paying gov-
ernment job in a city that bored him.
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