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The Night People

Watch It Grow
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by JEAN SHEPHERD

SO THE first Village Voice Jazz Concert was an overwhelm-
ing success. No doubt about it. There were erowds and there
was excitement of a special sort. The same air that wag felt
outside the old Wanamaker's Building back in August, and

in the Loew's Sheridan Theatre
at 3 a. m. Jast month. Those peo-
ple who were there know what I
mean, and it isn't possible to ex-
plain it to those who weren't.

1 knew it was going to be that|

way when at 11 o'elock the night
of the concert [ seunttled through
the erowd that wag scattered up
and down 43rd Street and began
to feel the carnival sparks even
before I got near the box office.
There's such a wondecfully ex-
hilarating sense of anticipation
and a sort of oneness with people
when this fugilive thing happens
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that I ean't help but feel a small
sorrow that life isn't always like
that.
The Warmih Grew

It was great. ‘Nhen the cur-
tain fnally went wup and the pro-
ceedings got under way, the
warmth grew and grew until the
final note, and even then it didn't
lessen much, since the people In
the crowd seemed to carry it
right out of Town Hall with them
ano on down the street, ad-lib-
hing their way through their own
last ehorus and finally L6 Lthe sub=
way and peor old Queens. It was
greoat,

The thing is, thougn, we can't
let thiz stop here. This is only a
beginning, and I have a feeling
that this first Villuge Voice Jazz
Concert was the beginning of 2
lot of things for many of us. 1
also suspect that it was a mile-
stone in the life of The Volce It-
self. From here on in, The Voice
will become mope . than just a
voice on peper (which is damned
important these days too); it will
become a voice in other cultural
fields. For a long time now there
has been a veal need for some
|kinrl of rallying peint around

which creative people In  every
‘ media could gather and find both

encoursgement of a practical sort
as well a5 a channel of commu-
nication with the discerning pub-
lic. True, there are many eultural
trade-papers around, but they are
invariably parochial in their
I\'iews because they have either
become specialiced and have
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Think of yourself only as a
And planets twinkling with

Man's heart is film, his bone

And will go where Arnold's
And shall net live on.

But man's fate is film:
His hone is brittle alabaster.

SONG TO A TUNE OF YEATS-

For each discoverer uncovers also great stars of ignorance

And we are here as Matthew was
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visitor, he said.
disaster,

“Love faster,” she cried,
“Faster! Faster!”

is lucent alabaster.
“Q love me faster,” she cried.
“Love me sweeter, faster!”

gone.

“Sing a song to cheer me,”
she cried:
“Sing on.”

“Sing on, my darling love,
sing on.”
—Tuli Kupferberg

largely shut out news of happen-
ings in other creative felds, or
they have fallen prey to the
deadening virus of The Formula,
whether the formula be low or
high,

Incidentally, one of the most
refreshing things I've noted about
The Voice is the lack of a sét
formula. The New Yorker is &
good example of The Formula in
action. Its views on almost ev-
erything are about as predictable
as the political affiliations of the
Chalrman cf the Board ol Gen-

SHEP iz off to Europe this
week for & menth-long broad-
casting towr from four major
cities ower thereh He rashly
promises (o manage to tuck in
some European dispaiches for
The Voice also.

eral Motors, This is true of every
department of the magezine, from
tie “Talk of the Town" to the
book reviews. They represnm
conformity in its most insidious
form. Not the bowling-team wva-
riety, but a sorl that's far more

subtle. Ironically enough, when
Harold Ross set up the sheet
back in the 20°s, he noted that he
wasn’l Interested in entertaining
or comforting a little Old Lady
in Dubuque. Today the New
Yorker is the fodder upon which
that Old Lady feeds, and she fnds
nary a disccrdant nole [rom cover
to cover.

During the past year ] have
spoken to many artists in widely
different fields, and I have found
that there is o real feeling that

America is on the edge of sumt'-

sort of cultural swell, and thatj
exciting things are growing all
around us. This, In direct eon-
trast to much evidence to the
eontrary.
ssmething was happening. It lsn't;
easy lo pul a finger on it and say
that here it Is or there it is but,
damn it, it is, and [ suspect that
The Village Voice could become!
the spearpoint for much that is
to come. |
The Balloon Goes Up i
Things around the cffice have
taken a new turn. The ballocn'
has gone up, and all of us are
fortunate in being around to see
it take off; a few of us have even

been jucky enough te be in the|
basket. But those who arve neither |

watching ihe balloon nor riding
in the basket are indebted to The

Voice, for all over America news=
papers are dying at a time in hise!
tory when we need more volces,
Like I sald,|
things around, the officé have:
ehanged, and the naw spark im;

than ever before.

the air feels great. Watch if

Braw, man.

I mysell have fell thatl!

Jjass

Continued from page 4

fivst one turns to the second and
says: “Cool it, man—the licns”
Wide Range

The jokes vary from the home-
made commerclal version—a per-
son seeing a TV set in which the
pleture has gone awry says: "Dig
that crazy lsundromat"—to the
wvery far out o~ way out variety
{hat is undersiandable only to
the bop afficianado. One bopster
observes a famous accident and
says: “Man, did you see that air-
plane crash inta the Empire State
Building?” and the -other says:
“Solid?™ as if in admiration of the
-pilol's aim. Or the one where a

!

]

_| front of the jazz night club and

exclaims: “Like help!” =
Those are exireme examples.
A middlebrow jazz joke would
probably be the one where a
chick walking aleng the seashore
says: “Dig those crazy ash trays;
wouldn't they make wonderful
clam shells? Or at a party whese
the people are smoking funny
cigarettes, an FBI agent arises
from their midst, Aashes a badge,
and announces: “¥ou are all un-
der arresi.” The guy next to him
laughs_snd says: “Man, are you

bop man finds himsel{ in danger in
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'HEARD EVERYWHERE . ..

at eackrails

S Humphroy: By Jove, you're the only ether
infalligent chap here —

yo
Butler: 'llumk
I find ¥

e wearing Murray Space Shous!
ou sir —

wm wery cemfortable.




