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Dear Sir; Levine, Casebier, Then, Ben

Willlam Murray's arrogant re-
ply of Movember 21 o reader
Thomas Barbour re the “Hus
Stop™ review i& & mon s.eq.uilu:-.'l
The faci remains *hat Mr. Murray
blames Inge's text for the “bar-
rennest of the dislogue, the total
pheence of creative intellect™ in
Josh Logon's produsction of it. Mr.

says that Legan wsad

Stake, because there wete & half
dmen or o prelly g pakntings.
Lise you're missing half a eriile.
Capeuls for “Ten and Sym-
mithy™; Fine movie fimed on the
campus of Normsl College. You
ean’t say All Mormal—that might
be giving away & secret.
. Algo I think the ¥V mighi make
& stand on “Privaie’s Progras™ It

only one of Inge's three imter-|in'f a comedy, 1i"s the most shat-

Jocking stories and o jumbled-up,

ringly iromical indietment,

watered-down selection from the |keenly wiritien, acted, ard direc=

diatogue, and respectiully suggests
that the revieer read the text to
sea if this is mot true, Mucray's
relort that = . . . movies are mol
meoant primatily 10" be read . . .
Enough'® s nol worthy of The
Village Voice. One wonders
whether even My, Logan read the
sciipt,

—Raymond Schildicrsecht

West 1hth Strect

For Ivy ;II.II Levi?

Dear Sir:

Aside from sympaihiring with
VV polities, Tve been lked with
the grand sffeleanemis of a few
paet ismues. Clevernkss-can casily
degenerate into vulgarization,
frony into diletante's sarcasm. I'd
be Eingerely sorry 1o ses the WV
turn into a cule digest for an ivy
uptown and levi downtown.

That was a “nice peasani™ re-
viow, of the Whiltney axhibit, ons
that I'm smiré no one will find
fauli with. But why print only the
firat half of #&7 I'm sure the re-

ted movie, thal I've seen for &
long time. One emerges from see-
Ing it with a feeling of what my
wife once described as being vio-
Ined.

Finally, that artlele en Dylan
Thomas & whils back: (hal was 2
real low. Nu?

—iGeorge Haslings
West Ind Strest

Twice Wigged

Dear Sirz
In our opinion (wife and I—
she wigged ss much as I), fhe
pece by Beymour Krim in the
November 7 issue ["Hipsier Digs
Dylan Thomas In Semi-Hip Down-
wwn Bar"| I the best thing thal
happened to you sinee Mailer left.
If yoa Tun this letler, don't run
my name. Call me Ishmael.
—Ishmael
Ann Arber, Michigsn

New Standards

Dear Sir:
1 resd thrlugh the Nowember

viower, wading through the wash

31 isue of The Valoe last night

The Night People -

been d

Veni, Vidi, Vidiocy. - -
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by JEAN SHEPHERD

['r*s REALLY TOO BAD that Bob Benchley didn't live to
se¢ some of the things that pass for entertainment on TV
today. We won't even discuss radio, since all prelense has
in that medium and it has been converted into

a glant electronic bill . Mot
8o glant at that, come to think of
it,

Anyway, Benchiey would have
had & ball lampooning the Life-
Sizs Screen, Mo also - probably
woiid "have made a foriune in Bt
as a performer, [ can see in my
mifid at least two dozen foarmats
that would be greot with the orlg-
Inal Mebbisch in the starring role.

Everything Under Contral
Ha had a quality that all of us
feel we have, bui ravely if eder|

efect of cominually melung and
almost vislble creslon. He rendy
appeared to dissolee when his sit-
uatbon became unlecnable, This
was quile pften, but noe aftener
truly tham (o= mofl of us. The
difference was that Benchley real-
ized when the quicksand was
closing in, while most of us doa"l.
Even though the ship was buaning
snd the water lapping at the
decks, ol Bob maintained a sort
of silly dignity and alwaye went
through the motions of .baving
ewerything under control

In & way, as in the case of moat
true clowns, Bonchley gave cvery-
ona & chancs to lnugh at his own
wenknesses whire _nol  actually
lsughing at himseld. He was the
great Well-Meaning Phony, The
guy who was supposed to get up
before the club and explain the
year's fscal operntions while he
himself couldn’t add up his own
check-book balones.  Everyone |
could spol his phoniness i.mmn-j

and was lerribly pleased, 1 think
this paper is making its mark,
seliing new styles and standards.
Iis reporling is liternte without
being pompous and pedantic, the
reviews of Elimbeth Goodman
are the only sensible arl review=
ing I've seen ia ages—I can't
honesily remember when I've read
anything as good. Mary Ellen
Hecht s tarrific, and 50 is Corinne
Crad. And Jerry Tallmer's stuff
on Sirindberg acd Hoberi Thom
in so good that sll I can sy is 1
wish I'd dene I& myself,

=g, . .

sctunlly do, This was the shight |

diniely and roar ss Benchley
squirmed on the spit, trying to
#ave what litthe he could out of
the debacle. The phony in each
one of us {elt for the moment nol
alone.
The Latking Element
The point of all this ks that the

Time was whan he only -thing &
persan wodid be @ spectator at
wore things (hal he himselt coulit
not do. Such things as réquired
falent or Imagination. Bul lo8ay
the events da TV thaf piek up te
Hargest week-in-and-wesk-pul i
dicnoes are things thot were orig=
Inlly creailed for diversion of
the non-talemted in the privacy
of the home. Something he could
tske part in. He had to drop out
whenewer the singing got good
or the dancing became lechnical,
but in the cld parlor gomes he
could shine, Such idiocies as
Truth or Consequences oF Twef-
ty Questions were his mesl. But
no longer. Even that tiny cornes
of self-cxpression has been laken

quality Benchley had s precisely

ovar by the pres, and the pure

e

Ll e Lfe el e alls i

the olgmont mest lscking in TV
todny, He had a gquality of civil-
ized soli-appraiesl fal eould pin-
paind the ludieroumness ond sense-
lessness of so many of our cher-
ishied things, He haied and fearcd
birds. Feally didn® care for doags
And this In the face of B natlon
that i3 rapldiy pleeing lis dops
before its childrén in affection. A
nafion thal really belioves a man's
besi friend & a dog. A sentiment
which, incidenially, shows what
man really thinks of mankind.
The rlch lode of comedy mn-
terial that i the whele of TV
would have kept Benchley In
bukiness for.years just analyzing
the oufput of a singie evening.
Can you imagine Benchley doing
a take-off on & newscasier wear-
ing p jazzy tie, camnalion in bul-
tonhole, being billed sclemaly ns
a “commentstor,” but wha never
comments on the news, only de-
geribing it loudly? Or pleture
what he could do with the sight
of grown people night after night
playing parlor games while a
large pevcentage of the population
of the richest mation on carth sits
walchlng with breathless enjoy-
ment. That one element itsell is
ame of the most {akclnating devel-
apmenis of revent years. 1L is also

Riverside Drive

the fAnal trigmph of spectatorism.

Sick. Sick. Sick

by Jules Feilfer

To iy w el i we

~Hagan

slob of & viewer has relinguished
it with a sigh of ralisl.
Hot Turkey History

Think what Benchley couid do
with Lhe speciacle of a distin-
quished historian belng called up-
on to enact & charade depicting &
Lurkey with & hol fool, a3 oc-
surred recenily on one program.
Or the almost riluslistic slgning-
in of the “Mystery Guesi™ wha
almost always is someone from
ihe enlerfainment biz. Can “you
heoy the wild checrs of the studio
sudience as Aroold Toynbee
serpiches his signature on ihe

blackbonrd? Or Feinhold Nie-
buhr?

I'm sure Benchicy would find
ihe suspemseiul TV drama an in-
exhaustible scurce of realiy goocd
stufl fvom which jo spin the cloth
of comidy, There iz hardly a
drama that slfps by on TV ioday
that can bo prodicied by the low-
licst viewer within five minates
of the opening credits, Anyone
wha has had a TV set for over six
months can outline a hall dasen
TV dramatio plots on the spur of
the moment and be sure he'll see
at least two or more of them on
his sereéen on any given evening.

The Sad Parl

And the sad port of all this is
that evon the people who perpe=
trate it lake it seriously. They ard
renily convinsad thatl they are do-
ing goodsthings, even when thay
know under the surlscs thal thg
plot-line is right out of dime fe-
tion. This is the area that would
require the best work of Hench-
ley, It would be a joy to see him
poliray the role of a fesrful TV
e reading over & selpt and
making comments and suggrstions
lor improvement. 1 would love 10
sen Benchley doing a version of
the scll-conseiously “culiured” air
of the people who do the class TV
shows such as “Omnibus™ or olh=
s of the ik, And then selemnly
showing & poary esposed fAlm of
the mating methods of the newt.
All of this to the mulficd roars of
applause,

Yeah, s tea bad Benchlcy
o't around to see Grouche dis-
pensing carefully prepared ad lbsy
with the Imevitable conbestants
that seem fo be S0 much & part
of our national scene, Maybe It's
just as well, on second thought,
that hé beni't sround for that spes-

tecte. Ho might not find it funny.




