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The Night People

Functional People

H. L. MENCKEN once wrote a
do with the incredible taste that

lecture, He made
can Legion halls
pimples upon the much-eroded
face of nature. Ii's too bad The
Old Man didn't live te be able
.to write a note or two on the
imbecilic tastes evidenced by the
designers of the 1857 automobiles.
God, what a fAeld day. he could
have had!

Some of the horrendous ocular
insulis belng displayed in show-
rooms across the country rival
anything over spawned during the
Viclorian Age, which up to now
had held all palms for shecy idiocy
of design, and was usually noted
as lhe low-water mark in the
taste department All sights and
scales of values are row being
readjusted, and we have ofliclally
enlered a- mew Age of Rococo
Long gone are the days of the
clean line, and design that fol-
lowed function. Today we owe all
to Buck Rogers, Ming the Merei-
less, the Woclworth's toy depart-
ment, Helena Rublnstein, and the
designers of kitchen-cabinet de-
cals.

fart:cular r

Inveried Values

‘What inveried sense of eolar
values stales that If one color is
good, two must be better—and if
this is the case, three must be
Ercater than anything, with the
possible exception of the four-
lone model that sports o gilt-
colored gash on either side of the
body? Whe would have suspected
that the modest ralsed (win tail
lights that appesred quieily on a
Cadillae in the late 40's would
by now have blossomed inlo the
B-fpot rudders that for some In-
explicable reason are loday blem=
ishing the lines of every car made
in America? One ad sinied that
Lhe design of thelr model was
based on that of a jet plane. As
though that explainz It Good
Laord, jet planes are designed that
way because it is the only design
feasible for s machine using the
iLype of power they use and for
the use to which they are pul, It
makes as much sense to copy &
jet-plane design in an autemobile,

by JEAN SHEPHERD

rocker of a piece that had to
Americans display in archi-
eference to a couple of Ameri-
Penna. that were cutstanding

that will mestly be used on
erowded city sirects, as it would
to bulld a bicycle along the lines
of a Zeppelin, simply because the
Zeppelin is pretty.

And they have the nerve to de-
seribe the design of the car as
“functional® Functlonal for what?
What possible function do these
ridiculous tail fing fulfill in & ve-
hicle that rarely travels over 50
miles an hour! The people who
wark with racing-car design have
found fthat Ans are useless at
speeds of less than 173 miles an
hour, and even al that paint the
value = ‘negligible. Yet those
dumn fing are being called “fune-
tionak™ One company calls its fins
“Sweplspears.” 1 can just see
Granny backing into a parking
place at the Supermarket Her
poor litle watery myople eyes, as
she iries bravely to pllot the 18%
fret of three-toned metal back=
ward, squint painfully as she
hears her iwin Sweptspears erunch
expensively, but
against the rear of the car behind
her,

Don't blame Granny. Parking
that monster, for all Iis automatle
steering, elc., is about the same
job as docking an 18-foot Chris-
Craft against a strong current in
total darkness. And walt unti?

THE RECORD HUNTER

SALE

SCHEDULE

This week —

ALL LONDON - ffrr Singles and Albums
Classical and

All $2.98 Records (e ——
All $3.98 Singles & Albums PRR— X k]

All $4.98 Singles & Albums P—— R X
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ALI. $3.98 COI.OSSEI.IM
Singles & Albums ............

10 New COLOSSEUM Releases ......].29

All RECORD HUN":R HQRES
10:30 am. to 500 p
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open on Thenkigiving Day from

Smrhg Mo
A NEW MA
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onding Claisical

* Lexington mear 82nd
* Lexingtom at S4rh
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IFICENT SALE Int-h. HAYDN SOciETT,
EPIC, WESTMINSTER and Other
and Papulor LP Lebels ,

THE RECORD HUNTER

Hﬂ'r

® Fifth Ave. near 42nd
® T4tk St at Ave. A

tuncticnally, | the

Granny gets the bill for & couple
of crumpled fins, after the repair
shop has ironed them out. 1 know
one body man who went lnto 3
traumatic stale of shock for owver
10 hours after he saw the ad for
the new Mercury. He was re-
vived two days age, but hasn't
ultered 5 word sinee coming to.
And he hasn't even seen the Ply-
mouth yet.

Aside from the body design it-
self, the most Incredible aspect of
this ‘whole ear-trend is the em-
phasls upon useless sikze. What
drives a motorist, who has & rot-

.s-honks

BOSWELL IN SEARCH
OF A WIFE

Edited by Frank Brady and Fred-

meorge throughout. The glant of
tn.hu flgure is ever present,
Boswell now accedes and then

mob in breaking
erick A. Poltle. MeGraw-Hill, §6. mc‘ all the judieisl 2
Corinne Grad Bt
2. Boswell asseris his intellectual
James Boswell. r of re- through his chame

ten enough time parking his old
model In downtown streets, fo

new job at least three feet longer |
and a fool wider, only & pay-
chologist with & profound knowl-|
edge of masochlsm can tell. Ac-
cording to a natlon-wide survey

average Amerlean car

e T i,
Jean Shepherd may be heord

every Swnday might from 9 to 1
over WOR,

about 1.7 passengers per driven
mile, and this includes the driver.
Yot our cars today are capable
of carrying six people with ease,
and have trunk space sdequate
for the transport of the lkitchen
equipment of four companies of
Infantry,

The man who wheels this enor-
mous hunk daily from Westchester
to a parking lot In town thinks
he has a more practical machine

than the one who buzzes arcund
In a tiny VW,

paint-plastic  upholstery  which |
surrgund him give him a sense nll
importance, and perbaps it Is the |
only thing jn life that does just|
that for him. In which case, it
mighi be “functisnal” at that

'SNOW WINGS' FOR AYH

dlm proviewing the 1960 La)
ipics, receives ils premiere tonight
(Wednesday) at 8.30 at the 8ind
Street YM-YWHA, under ihe

Tickels are available ($1.50) elth-
er at the “Y" or at the AYH head-
quarters, 14 West Bth Street

T guess the wvast |
wistas of empty three-tone needle- !

Vie Coty's “Snow Wings,” a shi- |

sponsorship of the Ski Group of |
American  Youth Hostels. |

luctant acclaim as chronicier of

Johnson's days. deserves greater
pratse for his own position

deliberately inflict upon himsell a | Granted astuteness and brilllancs

in deciphering and articulating
me living sense in other lives, he

been sentenced io gquestion-
-h:lc reknown as a rogue. gossip.
IIH! Impudent lenizer. While this
| volume of journal and letters pro-

that was completed In 1953, u“-,dmn much of the colorful super-
earries | T8

flelality and bon vivance of Bos-
iI's  Auchinleck, Edinburgh,
tnd London experience, the under-
ilying curreni expresses Lthe con-
fusions, the tearings, the recon-
ciltations of a man searching the
essence of his own humanity.

A Rugged Course

True, Boswell runs a ruggsd
course and is entirely absovbing in
his dissertations on his fantasies.
short Mirlations, and long “affair.™

We follow him stage lo slage Lo
London twice, and observe the
blustering wisdoms of Samuel
Johnson. Fine wine, wilty talk,
and eighteenth - century names
iGarrick, Sheridan, Pranklin,
Hume} are rampani. Venereal
disease recurs as often as today's
ocommon eold.

BOX'T REAB THIS IV YOU'RE
MOT A PARENT
Yillage Tutoring Service

iﬁ-hﬂ I‘LIMII' Reading

LAY AR
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. HALF PRICE SALE of
| CHRISTMAS CARDS
(ﬁx.&f ,mrs}
Wr Tealure s fepraductions
I'L\II|I!|l Ermnilisuvian  and
Unmidlan imporis, and eeckings of
New York — aiso Antioch bous

" MODERN BOOKSHOP
37 E 10th
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"You con read

who's sweeny?

5,

it, you kmow!"

MUTIN

The MUTINY Series , . .
work of important poets
whether or not they are widely known.

will publish the}

We will reproduce some paintings 4n full
celor. We will print all manner and man-
ners of verse which mest our sirict standards,

Y has started

and painters, & in

line drawing,

published

and Painters

Issue One: SEVEN SPIDERS

now being sold at bookstores and newsstands
or write: Box 41, Village Station
New York 14, New York

Furthar, we know that .

and in language can ignite an essay;
while a painter' Vit

MUTINY must arise In any nation whers the
bast work of even its {ul
goos nnrer.ogniui

A Series
of Poets

. a poet's delight

s vision .+ can inipire a

" ®

known articts

unrewarded, and wn.




