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Mechanical Marvels of the
Modern Record-Changer

by Miltan D. Thalberg

President, Audiogersh Corporalion

For a device that couldn't possibly work, the modern
record-changer is a remarkable piece:of automatie machin-
ery. And a look at the inside of any, changer will almost
convinee anyone that it couldn't work and do ‘all the things

required of it—yet it does. Within
its small chassis is a mechanical
brain that accepts the informa-
tlon you give it, translates that
information into the necessary
sequence of lever movements, and
then follows your instructions un-
il it finishes its job. Truly, such
& machine vies with modein com-
puters in ability, yet it performs
its various duties more amoothly
and carefully than yeu could do
them yourself, and it does them
time after time without error,
mnoise, or mistake, Purthermore,
when you consider that an un-
wanted movement of as Jttle as slx
millionths of an Inch s sufficlent
to be objectionable—as it is with
A phonograph turntable, for such
motion is translated as noise in

the loudspenker—you would expect
to find the type ol construction
required for celestial telescopes, al-
most. Yet with all of this preci-
slon, good record-changers are not
expensive,

New Products

It has been customary for many
years for those who want the best
in home musie systems to Insist on
a professional type of transcrip-
tion player, and there are many
good ones on the market. But there
is no denying the convenience of
the record-changer, and the most
eritical users have turned to pro-
duets developed only in the past
two years as those that can re-
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The Night People '

‘FREQUENCY
RESIPPONSE IS
NOT ENOUGIN®

by Ralgh Vaughn, Jr.

Musical consultant and direcior
of installations, Lyric Hi-Fi, Inc.

A few months ago this news-
paper presented an excellent ar-
ticle on high-fidelity by the pres-
ident of the Institute of High-
Fidelity Manufacturers. in his
article Mr. George Siber coversd
in detall tha wvarlous pleces of
equipment _available. to creata m
hi-fl set.

‘There are several manufacturers
who are producing excellent equip-
ment at this time. However, there
Is more to getting results than
simply having good equipment. By
getting results I mean recreating
faithfully musical sounds as they
werg performed, An instrument
that will make the Parls Conserv-
atory Orchestra sound like the
Cleveland Orchestra, or viee versa.
is not only operating Incorrectly
but is almost impossible to eon-
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Progress

The theatre seemed even darker
than they usually do during the
first act. The audience wasn't
settled yet, but already people all
around Murph were setting up the
applause-generators they all car-
ried. He guessed that most of
them were moving the pointer to
“ENTHUSIASTIC," Just as he
was, since the majority must have
read the same review he had seen
in the Times the day before. Per-
haps & féw might éven move the
dial all the way over to “TUMUL-
TUOUS" ar even "WILD," but not
many, because this was a mid-
week crowd and did not Inelude
more than a sprinkle of out-of-
towners, who go overboard for
everything and rarely read the
Times. He figured there would be
the usual quota of finks who were
In every audience and who would
set the dials on their Applaudo’s
to “POLITE.” and maybe a few
would go as far as "SCATTERED,"
but that wasn't likely. Not with
this crowd anyway. .

Better Organized Now

With his Applaudo finally ad-
justed, Old Murph zettled back In
his seat to enjoy the evening. He
so often these past few years had
lacked that wonderful feeling of
anticlpation and excltement that
Jused to be part of the world of
\the theatre, But on the other
hand, things were better organized
now. and it wasn't nearly as hit-

Fage Fiog ,\

by JEAN SHEPHERD

Vales: O Drmuber

MOTORIZED, ELECTREONIFIED JEAN SHEPHERD, dropping off his copy at The Village Volce.

OLD MURPH squinted down into the darkness. He was
trying to set the volume-level of his transistor applause-
generator. “Damn it,”" he muttered under his breath, “Why
the hell do they have to make these knobs so small 7"

it created added to the slespy
mood he was in. His mind fo-
cused on the Orchestron Itself,
Of course he was far too young
to remember much about hearing
actual lve orchestra, but his
father used to tell him storles of
musiclans he had known. Real
live ones. As far as Old Murph
was concerned, he preferred the
Orchestron. His earliest mecol-
lections of muslc were connected
with LP's and tapes and some of
the Iafer flim-methods of record-
ing Mve musiclans in studios, but

evervone knew that music always
sounded better when it was res
corded, 50 It wasn't a great loss.
And since the RCA people had
come up with the first Orchestrons
that did away with the musiclans
themselves, the whole business of
music had taken a turn for the
better.
An Old Codger

Murph knew & man who had
booked concert artlsts way back
in the mid-50's, and the old codger
used to tell a lot of strange things
about that crowd. Of course, he
was a very old man when he died.
and it was hard to tell whether
e was senile or not, but the storles
were wonderful, For example,

Continued on page §

or-miss as it used to be. That ls,
during the old days, when they
were just beginning to perfect the
play-writing machines over at the
IBM labs and the composing-cal-
culators were still primitive as all
hell. There was no question about
it, when you really thought about
things: progress in music and art
and theatre were completely tled-
in thesa days with the good old
electronle game. And that was

*MEMBER"

INSTITUTE OF

jOld Murph's meat. As the play
droned on smoothly and neatly,
0ld Murph's mind wandered.

He was about the last of the
old Hi-Fi gang, and could remem-
ber all the way back to the days
when they used live artists to re-
cord In the old LP disc-system.
“God, LF's1" he thought: “It must
be 20 years since I've even heard
the name mentioned.” For a mo-
ment his mind snapped back to
the play, but not for long. He
jhad had a hard day and he was
tired, and anyway his eyes wegre

THIS 15 THE SEAL of the Instl-
tute of High-Pidelity Mnnufac=
turers, an organization that wiil
be hadmy to ANSWEr ANY Ques-
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eelve, although I have heard such
machines.

It should be obviols that mere
treq.uency response ls not enough,
The equipment must be able to
show up the subtle nuances, tonal
coloration, style, etc, that the
artists display at the time of per-
formance, Thiz is what makes
the differgnce between n box that
plays and a true hi-fi instrument.

Many people who have never
witnessed a live performance in-

Readin’, Writin®,
And High Fidelity

The High-Fidelily Reprodue-
tlon of Sound will be the sub-
Ject of one of 40 new non-credit
evening courses introduced at
NYU in the semester stariing
ihls week.

slat that thelr system ls excellont
betause It is very Impressive. If
they would go to Carnegle Hall,
they would probably be dissatis-
fled because the “highs" wers
muffled, the “bass™ was deficlent,
and the “middles” lncked presence
These are the boys who think the
Philharmonie brass seetion should
sound like Persz Prado's “screech
seation.”

Musle, Noi Just Sound

Unfortunately, there are several
recording engineers who share the
feeling of the latter., To thoss
who feel that way, each man to
his own satlsfaction. To those
who wish to re-create musle, rath-
eor than create new sound, and to
enjoy what is done by the world's
best artists, a system must be
chosen which adds no color of
its own, In order to do this, it Is
advisable to consult with a per-
son who is either a musiclan or
is famillar with “live” perform-
ances. If, however, you are such
a person, choose carefully for nat-
ural sound and you have nothing
but enjoyment to gain,

—
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E. POWER BIGGS

exglimive Columbla arilst
(Organ)

High-Fidelity Sound Reproduction
hlr Gl Al

It will be held Wednesddy, Ogteber 3, at 8.30 P. M.

CARNEGIE HALL, N. Y.
The following artists will appear:

(Percusslon Fmsemble and Tup Danser

FERRANTE AND TEICHER

BRIGGS

MORTON GOULD

exvhugive RCA Vielor artist

(D Plane)
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NOW . . « at Carnegie Hall Box Dffice, Tth Ave and 5Tth 5T.
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place the transoription tumtable
with ne loss of guality.

‘The changer has & difficult job
to do, One thing it must do per=
foctly: maintain correct and con-
stant apeed, hour after hour, This
is Its primary Job, for a speed
variation of as littde as one per
cent iz sufficlent to cause the
music-lover to “throw the bag-
gage oul.” The wow-nnd-flutter
figure for any good changer

Highlights of the
Hi-Fi Show

From 2 p. m. to 10 p. m. every
day from temorrow (Thursday)
through Sunday, the New York
Trade Show Bullding, 36th
Street and Eighth Avenue, will
be jumping with musie, odd
sounds, lectures, and just plain
people Interested In music and
recording. The High - Fidelity

and demonstrations by 05 lead-
ing manufacturers of the latest
developments—many quite revo-
lutionary — in components and
high-fidelity equipment, and in
the new styling of the cabinets
that go with them,

Ome of malm attractions of
the show will be o series of daily
one-hour panels by experts on
various aspocts of high-fidelty,
in non-technical language, and
with opportunities to ask gues-
tions from the floor. There will
also be an all-hours information
center where anyone can get his

pect of high-Adelity.

cent for satisfactory reproduc-
ton. Then, t0o, the changer must
accomodate three different speeds,
three different diameters, and two
types of record grooves. The speed-
change control should be manual

ing an LP at either 78 or 45 r. p. m.
is almost sure 1o cause dumage L0
the grooves. When set for 45
. p. m., however, the control that
deteamines the speed might just
ns well control the point at which
the stylus drops onto the new
record, slnee all 45's are 7 inches
in diameter.

Puash-Button Tuning
Now while most of these fea-
tures appear In practically all
changers, thers are many other
attractive features that appear in
only the newest of them all. In

o be sure of proper settings for|,
your waluable records, for play-|F

Mechanical Marvels of the
-Changer

the first plee, the hi-fl owner
can now be supplied with push-
button tuning—buttons to control
stopping and starting, to caunse
the instrument to repeat the
record elther during lis playing
or after it finlshes, to contrel the
brilliance of the reproduction, and
to instruct the machine to wait a
while between records. If you wish.
This last i3 a fascinating feature,
since 1t lets you have a pause of
up to 53 minutes between records
—aespecially desirable for back-
ground music

The start and stop buttons win
out as the real advantages of
push-button operation. One simply
places a record on the turntable
or a stack of them on the spindie,
selects the speed, and presses the
start button. From then until the
last record on the stack Is played.
everyihing is automatic, Yet if the
phone should ring and you want
to have guiet, you only have to
depress the stop button and the
entire operation ceases, smoothly
and gently.

This, then, 15 the latest record
chanpger—a machine that per-
forms all the necessary and re-
quired functions of @l previous
record changers, and doeés them
simply, smoothly, gently—while
offering as a lagniappe all the
little extra advantages that make
it a pleasure to use. With this
latest product of the hi-fl industry,
the record changer becomes in-
dispenzahle,

Forced Qut

An arilele by Warren DeMotlile
om mow hi-fi recordings, and a
listing by Jack Selby of other
new record releases, boih pre-
pared for this kssuc, were forced
out for want of space, They will
appear in the near fulure—ED,

Amouncing the Opening of

The Pad

the place for JAZZ
I in the Yillage

99 7Tth Avenue South

right off SHERIDAN SQUARE

Opening Friday, Sepl. 28
for 10 days

Art Blakey's
Jazz Messages
and
Tony Seoll’s Quariet
Food ond Drink [of course)

a7l Siwth Avenie

HI-FI REPAIRS
ELECTRONIC SPECIALISTS FOR 30 YEARS
For Prompt Servica Coll
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he told how the concert-bookers
of that day used to rate live artists
by how they compared with the
recordings they made, If o man
was as good ns his recordings,
they rated him a 100-per-cent
performer; I he was half as good
a. his discs, he rated 50 per cent,
and 50 on. The hooker was that
no one ever came up with 100
per cent, because they could al-
ways edit and splice and doctor
& tape endlessly before It was is-
sued, A concert wasn't like that.
The guy told Murph that the best
coneert man he ever heard only
came up to less than 75 per cent
of his records, and that was con-

up.
making records, anyway.

as well,

The Night People

sidered a miracle, No wonder
conecerts finally went out of st:le.
The artlsts themselves wouldnt
g0 near a stage when they wised

was more dough in
When
the Orchestrons took over, that
ended that for good. It was just

SUDDENLY the lights went up,
and Murph jerked back to the
Lhua.u‘e Instinetively he pressed

blittar font ' hig Applauds to
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