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Hi-FH on the Road: §

}

Onward and IJpward'
For Nothing=llcads

by Joan Shepherd

Since we realize what a great feeling It ia to be part
of Man'a climb ever upward and .onward, we thought you
might be intereated In a few noles regarding certain unim-
portant developments during the progreas of The Climb.

Moat of us are Just tageing along
on the trip, but that Yas been true
throughout history., The route of
The Climb has been dotled with
bilHons of anonymous [rec-boes
suth as you and me wha have
the crowd.
glomming onto what we could and
hoping for «he best but mostly

Umped mlong with

suspecting the worst. We're not
exnctly sorehends, since we reéally
haven't much to be sore about,
and ecould provably best be de-
seribed as “nothing-hrads,” mean-
Ing neither wildly ecsiatie about
the state of Man nor notably

sort of just going mlong for the
ride, Of course. “nothing-heads™
ermld mean =everal things other
than that, but that would be un-
kind and T wouldn't want to be
unkind, Espeglally to me,
Na Cholee

Nothing-heads rarely cause

things to come about but are the

of mceeplanece, Most nothing-
heada sccept, but always with
reservations and ususlly some
preliminary skirmishing. and per-
haps even n Emall amount of cau-
itnes” nikighicaig.  Bul Devel b
mueh. We tire quickly, Not only
that, but we have a tendency to
bore easily, owing to shortcomings
within curselves which we rofuse
to recognize, preferring to put the
blame on ¢élrcumatances or, moat
often, on “"Them.” “They" are
the ncbulous belngs wha cause
things to happen and are blamed
for everythlag. Excepting, of
course, anything that turns out
well for us, in which case we
credit our good taste for finally
bringing out something decent.
It is to all my feliow nothing-
heada thit this brief note ia di-
rected,

Within n very few years, noth-
ing-heads, soreheads. and every=
one mhke will find that a new
note has crept into the mohlle en-

tertalnment business, Az g re-
sult of thia development, new
rackets will have sprung up around
us and othesa will have gquietly
withered on the vine or will be
an chpnged as to not resemble
their former selves, Today, next
to Burma-8have slgn-reading, the
most common form of on-the-
road enterialnment s simply the
old fashioned record-plugging dise
Jockey, who speaks endleasly of
leen-uge-lype  hit  tunes and
Once-in-a-Lifetime Offers, "
the plana of & moammoth Indus-
trinl concern Jell an per schedule,
thils will not be so for much long-
er. In fact, & lot of things will
not be so for much longer, and it
has many people In tie radio
industry tosalng in bed at night.
Bilefly, here ls the scheme:

Every new car within a few
yenrs will be equipped at the fac-
tory with recently deslgned tape-
playing hi-fi rigs that will be fit-
ted Into the dashboard or its
equivalent. ‘I'hess machines will
play  self-threading - cartridge-
packaged tapea that will simply
be dropped into a slot in the dash
without requiring the driver to
ahift his attentlen from the road.

The tape will then play automat-
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alarmed about it, but, as I sald.’

feally for three hours without
reloading or bother of any kind.
Bince 1t Is taps, there wiil be no
grghlome of necdle vibeatlon em
Ing to road bumps, nor will there
be needle serateh, and the tapes |
can be played endlesaly without
wear. They will be small, not
over 5 inches in dlameter, so thit
many hours of program will be
stored without taking up much !
space In the car. Dut here is the
real kicker: a lorge catalogue of !
tapes will be avallable at all ser-!
viee statlions throughoul the eoiln=
try, and Lhe stations will handlc
the lapes on either an outright
sale basls wur a lending. sysiem
whereby the dolver turns in n
tape he has used for one he wants
This willl be a natlonwide net-
work of distributora using stand-
ard taps throughout, and rates
that will not vary,
No Commerelala

The programa themselves will
eventually Include almost any-
thing that can be reproduced on
lape rangilng from ali types of
musie to complete plays and
operas, all done by top casta and
without commercial breaks, Thus

it will be possible to drive along
a lonely turnplke and be enter-;
talned by Olivier doing *Henry V',
or Joannle James dolng aesthetic)
mayhem, enlicely by - personal,
cholce and for peanuls at that.'
Thic leaves only the news, weath-
er, and sporta open to radlo, and
automotive radlo eventuslly will
probably be on a subscription basis
whereby the radlo of a pald-up
subseriber will be able lo un-
seramble a jumbled slgnal while
the deadhead pets only holse on |
his, All of this sounds hiahly
theoretieal and somewhat Im-
plauaible, but remember where
you read it Zirst, A

Bo ends Lhe Nirst of a aerles of
battle reports to my felléw noth-
Ing=heads on the progresi of Ouv
Ciitmb ©Onward and Upward To-
ward & Bucceasful Infinily. Btay
turned for the next, and keep
your ratlons dry.

This is the second of fwo arlicles.
The first article appeared in ﬂtr]
Volce for June 20, Mr, Shepherd, |
who conducts a nighily redio show
for WOR, will become a b-week-
Iy contribuinr fto thiy n&wspaper
at the end of August. For more
on his activities, sce The Village
Square, page 2.




