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IV KEYNOTES

Shepherd
Appeals to

‘Scholars’

Unless  feature films and old
situation-comedy series glut the
networks in the fall, the odds are
good thak Jean Shepherd will be
turning up on CEBS with his own

ahwould look like.

“I don't want to tallt ton much
ahout it,” he said, "but when I was
in Cincinnati, T did the only sur-
realistic television show on the
Crogley networle. I was at it for
two years, That's what I'm going
to do on CBS, Tt's a ane-man show
with & difference. The diffsrence
iz that I'm the one man.

"Right now,” Jean added, "“I'm
doing a redio show which shows a
little of what I mean. I'm on Mu-
tual afler midnight, but I'm not
a disc jockey. I offer good eon=
versation, I'm a professional con-
vergatlonalist, T aim at an avdience
no one ever aims at the over

twenty-fives with a college educas=-

tion.
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Y IS the epitlome of croeping
mestballism,” Jean econtinued, "and
that's v:hat I'm fighting, That's
the opposite of eggheadiam, It is
the negation of intellect. Creeping
meatballism iz what makes Elvia

| :
Presley a national drmigod. Dog
acts are considered goes' enough for
the  people. The public,.in Etele-
viglon, i3 always regarded as chne
level below the people who plan
the shows.

“On TV, I would be packaged
into &n entertainment show," Jean
went on, “which would appeal to
the zame people who like Edward
R, Murrow. The humeor will be
gimed at the same people wha
admire Al Capp, I dan't want to
sound immodesl, but Al Capp Is
one of my fans. And when the
New Republic wrote me up, it
called me one of the five best
satirists now working.”
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“ON TV.," he said, “I work di-

rectly with the camera. Wh
version of what daytime television 7 5 e ¥ det

the ecamers beck from the person
when he's talking directly into it.
I use low key Hpehting and I some-
times show bits and pieces of the
aver four hundred odd, old movies
I cwn while I talk. I airn at what
I congider pure TV, something that
couldn't be done on any other
mecdium,

“I did one show in Cincinnatl,”
Jean Shepherd continued, ‘“for
which T bullk an intricate maze.
The show opened with the camers
entering the maze and for twenty-
five minutes, while I kept talkinz,
the camera wandered throygh the
maze looking for me, roénming into

dead ends and trying new routes,
It never found me” ke chortled,
“Now where elae but on TV eould
vou do & show llke that?

"I'V'a big tzouble as it has been
used today is thet it's a camera

looking in on a stage show or a
vatudeville show or a movie. In-

tend to use the medium properly!™

Mrs, Housewive, taite it away.
(Cpyright, 1056)






