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end’s event of the "Saturdays a
3" program at the Henry Stree
Flayhouse,
discussed nre the flate, oboe, clari=

Patricla Hall conducts

,  FOR CHILDREN

-1 “pdventures in Musle,” a con-
ecert and instrument-demonstra-

tlon of woodwinds, Is this week-|one or more of the former.

466 Grand Street.
Among the Instrumenis to be

net, French horn, and bassoon.|by
the en-

'How Hi the Good Life

Jean Shepherd

cheskbones and the finely molded
gently sloping forehead: bullt for
sliclng the air as clean as a well-
2| honed Swedish blade. She has
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Grand Priz bearing and assurance
a5 well ns implied performance to
match. Her expression is a kind
of half - opened = mouth = brush-
backed-casual-hair look beloved
m.'.-':.hg Bcnnmgnnn glrl who has
the editorial stafl of the

besf. young fashion magazine,
Bhe thinks Harry Belafonte Is
ﬂur.?:cn.l.lil:, Mpbel Mercer I8 a
tress and does such won-

dc-rlul I.hirugs with Cole Porter.
The Italian T shirt she wears Is
as black and real ns the hair of
Anna Magnan!, the only flim
|actress our girl cares to discuss.
| However, she saw “Marly"” twice
because it was nbout real prople.
Gazing out st us from behind her
with exactly the same expression

Jean: Shepherd conducts a night=
Iy all-night (12.30-5 e, m.) radio
| show for WOR Mutual, writes for
Audie magazine, and i3 the pro-
genitor of & recently dssued Ab-
bott LP album, "Inio the Us-
known.” He has written this
article especially for The Village
Voice, at the regquest of its editors,
and from time to time will be
contributing other pleces to the
NEWSPEPET.

gleaming from its taut slide-rule
dial is a low flat FM tuner (tunad
to WQXR) with its matching am-
plifier. ‘The picture is beautifully
composed. Complete,

THE scene is not spun out of Earo
Syrup but has appeared In count-
loss 1ssues of slick mags durlng
the past year or so and will con-
tnue to do so for some time.
Hi-fl has disgovered youth and
social symbol with a vengeance.
To those who know the back-
ground and actual developmental
history of hi-fi there is more than
a small amount of lrony In this

Of Madison Avenue’s Fi?

A tall willowy girl sits crosslegged with her back to a
semble, Robert F. Egan provides| Pay]l McCobb Directional casual
the narration, Admission s 10|gre as taut as the windscreen lines of the Mercedes 300SL
cents for chlldren, 80, cents for|Super-sport which- in many ways she herself resembles

adilts, None of the latter will be|Note the high-chiselled functional
admitted unless accompanied by

bench. Her toreador pants

L

is now an end In itself instead of
being a mere means to an end.
The ends now implied by the
Madison Avenue ad-writers deal=
ing In hi-fl are exactly the same
g% those who sell cosmetles, fash-
jons, and California Cliff Houses.

These ends can be Toughly|

classified as youth, or recaptured
youth, and soclal gains to be
achleved by living In the much-
sought-after contemporary way.
The ends, xt least as expressed
In the ads appearing In moss
media other than specialized hi-
fi literature, seem to have very
Httle to do with fine music well

ueed, Naturally, someé men-
tioned 15 made of music in most
of the copy, but only In a vague
and disarming way, 50 as not to
alarm the Ray Anthony contin-
gent. Instead, n good part of all
hi=fl advertising space 15 token
up with photos or drawlngs illus-
trating the good life ns exempli-
fied by oar toreader pumber. The
cuts almost always show 'the
squipment discreetly displayed in
highly contemporary surroundings
of ungquestioned well-heeled suc-
cess, .

One Real Danger

All of this ls harmless in lisell
except for ome very real danger.
And that danger is one that has
a lot of good people in the boom-
ing hi-fi industry worrled. They
are afraid that they are lkely to
go the way of the automobile
pusiness in that the stylist and
copy writer will take over in an
area that should be the primary

fact, HI-fi has become chig. It

concern of the engineer. Long

-
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ago the sales people In Detrolt
learned that more ears can bo
sold by the lavish use of chrome
and wrap-around windshields
than ean ever be moved by a fine
torsion-bar suspension system, in
splte of the, fact that such a s¥8=
tem would make the family hack
far more pleasant to drive and
infinitely safer, The design en-
glneer who 15 concerned with the
. |mutomobile as a lethal moving
projectile, which it ls, 15 definitely
lower In the Detrolt scale of
volues than the stylist who ecan
come up with jazzy lameé uphol-
stering.

The hi-fl enginesrs are ramdly
going the same way. More and
more capital s being invested In
gimmicky dinl, cablnet design,
and ad copy, while less dough 1s
belng spent on actual circult de-
slgn. ‘This is mot true of many
of the old-line concernas whaose
whole reputations have bean
based on actual quality, but even
they are beginning to show the
inflnence of Madison Avenue, They
have to da so in order to com-
pote with the less scrupulous op-
erators who have usurped the
label “hi-fi" without taking over-

continuwed on pagpe 7
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theatre
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‘GODOT'—A MASTERPIECE?

by Vance Bourjaily

HMonsense has been plled on non-
sense about "Walting for Godot™
and will, I suppese. continue to
be. Among the silllest of the
many silly things sald are the
contentions that it 1s impenetrable,
that it is a masterpisce, and that
it 1s & bore. Nome of these, 1t
seems to me, Is true.

It has occasional obscurlties of
language, but they are rare. In
the first ack, for example, there
are no more than three references

[Begause of the unususl {nier-
est aroused around town by “Wait-
ing for Godot,” we are printing
thiz week a comment on the play
by ' Vasnce Bourjaily, regular con-
tributor of Theatre Uptown, who
was nol able to calch “Godot” at
the time if opened. His piece was
written without foreknowledge of

the advertisement that appears|a®

on page 12.—Es.]

—"knook.” “dudeen.” "Kapp and
Peterson”—which you might find

purzling, and one can make sat- [Sood

lsfactory enough guessss, porno-
graphic In both Instances, at the
first and third, Except for these,
every word ls a famillar one. It
s not Samuel Beckeli's language
which requires explanation, though
I woiild be adding to the silliness
if I maintained that his ideas and
his dramatic loglc are as casily
accessible. They are not easy:
they are not impenstrable elther,
and I shall be back to them be-
fore long.
Inleresting, Not Great
As to whether the play is mas-
terpiece or bore, it Is. in my judg-
ment, neither, though it has ele-
ments of both, In 50 far as It
Is -a play of serious ideas, with
range enough so that they form
complete point of view, "Wait-
ing for Godot™ resembles a mas-
Continued on page 15|
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CALL OR WRITE FOR DEMONSTRATION .
A.B.C. Sound Englneering Company
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How Hi the Good Life?

Continued from page 6

any of the responsibilities en-
tailed in the use of such a term.

Almost anything capable of
playing a record or tuning in a
radio station today Is called “hi-
[i" by the gopy writers, The term
now has practically no meaning.
equipment certainly Is
avpllable to those who know how
to select it. and at reasonable
prices, but the problem for the
one who desires genuine hi-fi on
a lmited budget Is how to tell
the real from the phony. Even
price is no eriterion, since several
manufacturers aré now bringing
out stuff which sells up in the
high brackets but which as high-
fidelity equipment 15 Iaughable.
In Tact, price is the last criterion
that should be used in judgling
hi-fi, since there are several com-
panles that turn out wery low-
eost material that actually rates
technically with the most expen-
sive. About the only advice that
can be called valld for the pros-

SOUNDINGS

High Fidelity, as Jean Shep-
herd points out elsewhere on these

boys are giving the treatment.
|The pitch la not what It is, but
jrather what can it do for you
a5 an ecquisitive symbol, As a
|pre-Madison Avenue owner of o
rig, I ean bluntly say that my so-
clal station has not been advanc-
led. And I can also say that In
terms of pure enjoyment, my hi-fi
components represent the best in-
vestiment I've made in the past
decade. L

In the war years we greatly ac-
celerated the practical application
of the findings of pure science.

il )
Selected Jazz HiFi Records 52'50
Many other bargains at big discounts

VILLAGE MUSIIJ SHOP

40 WEST 8 5T. Al 4-7446

OPEN EVENINGS

HI-H

Equipment,
Specializing in
installation and
custom work

It was Inevitable that the gadgets
of war would ultimately find their
way Into the consumer market.
From a relative handhul of slec-

Y

/4

tronie buffs who used to peruse
|the mail-order catalogs or make
Baturday safaris te Cortlandt
|Street, the fascination with what
you ean do with sound-production
has now spread to embrace a mass
audiense,

|  The wealth of great muslc and
|of other sounds lately preserved on
|records and tape are token of
|a development as dramatic ag the
one which has occurred In the re-
production techniques for great
works ari—techniques . that
have ushered In what André
Malraux refers to as the era of
“the museum without walls,” and

|

ELECTRONIC WORKSHOP'S

1s considered by him to be as im-
portant as any single event in the
total history of art. No less fan-
tastic is the advent of the eéra of
|“eongert halls without box of-
flces.”

l’hr those who are neot “pros

"

HI-FI CLOSEOUTS |

Tuners » Amplifiers » Speakers » Changers « Cabinets

plus a
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lly in the know, The
'I-"nlue will try from time to Hme
|to keep au courant with develop-
|ments in hi-fi and other sound-
reproducting equipment. We plan
|tn publish Interpretive articles
a3 well as o report on those com-
ponents, package deals, and sales
which we feel will fif into any
budget. 'We plan to lst dealers
whom you ¢sn approach for ex-
pert opinlon and honest walue.
Feel free to write for any infor-
|mation or advice., This s your
‘section. —Alan Bodian

'|
|

Paggy Tallmer/inesier plonning

hamas, rooms, colom, desigas
lhul, restauronty, showrsama
Tusniture, Fobrics, accessarins, lighting
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be afrald to ask questlons over
the counter of a genuine radio-
\supply house rather than the
cash register of the appliance-
and-TV department of a discount
shop. A radlo-supply house can
be found by looking in the ¥el-
low Pages, Even this system of
buying i3 far from infallibls, but
at least it ralses the chances of
the average buyer to get m good
high-fidelity system at a decent
price,

Above all, keep a good sharp
|peady eye on the girl In :ng

pecelvnb-u,yhml'ollwthehiﬂ

sueh o cations as
Audio, mm Fidelity, and perhaps
the Saturday Review, and don't 'toreadors, She's a shifty one.

THE RECORD HUNTER's

exclusive offer to
Village Voice Readers...

25% oy

| THE RECORD HUNTER
| Stuyvesant - Cooper Store

500 East 14th St. af Ave. A —,
—Wlth "‘hl' .AD Only list ]JI.'IM on any purchm

of Inng’ playing re-cnrds, with the exceplion of price-
fixed items,
# All Singles and Albums
* All Classical and Populor Records
* All Labels, including of course RCA-Victer,
Columbia, London-firr, Decca, Capitel, Mercury

Where The Record Hunter's usual discount is mere than 25 per
cent—and there are thousands of records in this category—of
course, the low, lowest prices will apply,

This cash and earry sale epds Eaturday night, May 19th,

25% awya

THE RECORD HUNTER
Stuyvesant - Cooper Store

—With this AD Only The Record Hunter's sale

price of 521& 75 for the “Exclusive Record Hunter
. Phonograph,” which is a $400.—value.

The famous “Exclusive Record Hunter Phorograph™

—now on sale, for the first time, for only

§164.75—an extra saving of 257

—now available on easy installment plan
al no exira cosl lo the cuslomer

This effer ls goed snly at The Mecord Wunt it -Coeper
eannel be mads in any other R«.::'l.l.unl.u - H e it

THE RECORD HUNTER

Stuyvesant - Cooper Store

500 East 14th Street, at Avenue A
open Waokdays from 12:00, fo 9:00 -p.;n.‘ i
‘Saturday fram lo'.ilif,m\’htmp ER L
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